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This is a call for proposal to all faculties for the year 

2018 BU Research Grant. On September 25th 2015, 

countries adopted a set of goals to end poverty, protect 

the planet, and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new 

sustainable development goals (SDG) agenda. Each goal 

has specific targets to be achieved over the next 15 

years.  In line with the SDGs, Babcock University has 

adopted the theme “Innovative Research and the Sus-

tainable Development Goals” as the research focus for 2 

years starting from 2016. Grant applications for the year 

2017/2018 should therefore be focused on any of the 

following 10 goals culled out of the 17 SDGs 

GOAL 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere  

GOAL 2: End hunger, achieve food security and im-

proved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture  

GOAL 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being 

for all at all ages  

GOAL 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality educa-

tion and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all  

GOAL 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all 

women and girls                             

GOAL 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and productive employment and 

decent work for all  

GOAL 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclu-

sive and sustainable industrialization and foster innova-

tion  

GOAL 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change 

and its impacts 

GOAL 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 

sustainable development,       provide access to justice 

for all and build    effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels  

GOAL 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and 

revitalize the global partnership for sustainable develop-

ment. 

Faculty members are to submit their research proposals 
to the RIIC Office, at Room C201 Science Complex. 
 

Format for submission is as follows: 

Cover Letter including name and contact of Principal In-

vestigator 

Proposal comprising of:  

 Title page 

 Introduction including problem statement and Justifi-
cation for the study, and Objectives. 

 The SDG to be addressed 

 Expected contribution to knowledge and impact 

 Target and beneficiary groups 

 Activities/tasks and services 

 Work plan/Timeline 

 Budget 

 Expected outcomes 
 
Acceptance of proposals opens on 30th October and closes 

on Wednesday December 13, 2017. 

Review and selection: will end on 8th January, 2018 

Announcement of Awards: 30th January, 2018 

Kindly take note that selection will be based on expected 

impact of research, multidisciplinary nature of research 

and timely submission of the proposal. 

Thank you.  
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Prof. Daramola in the course of his lecture decried the continual issuing of 

import licenses to bring in agrochemicals for crop production to support 

government’s agricultural transformation agenda in spite of the sustained 

campaigns by organic agriculture crusaders in Nigeria. The presenter     

quoted Dahama (1997) who opined that the use of Neem-based pesticide (a   

bio-pesticide) for crop production was relatively safe and did not leave any 

residue in the soil. Based on this literature and some others, the presenter 

therefore inferred that organic agriculture is a cash-saving production    

system capable of reducing farmers’ outlay on purchases of agro-chemicals 

which when applied could incite soil and human health problems in contrast 

to an agricultural production option based on use of organic fertilizers and 

biopesticides which when applied to the soil improves its biological,     

chemical and physical attributes apart from exerting ability to control pests. 

The inaugural lecturer made the following recommendations among 

others: 

The recent ban by the European Union on importation of Nigerian beans 

based on the assertion that the produce contains pesticide residue          

underscores the need for Nigerian farmers to minimize the quantity of   

pesticide being deployed to pest control either on the field or during storage 

of crop produce 

The Nigerian Governments at all levels should therefore be responsive to 

the campaigns for adoption of Organic Agriculture principles. The adoption 

of the principles of organic farming in Nigeria should be promoted as op-

posed to the continued importation and deployment of agrochemicals for 

crop production by farmers 

The Agricultural Transformation Agenda should include in its package the 

issue of Organic Agriculture to make it comprehensive 

The Nigerian Government should increase the size of budgetary allocation 

to agriculture  

The Nigerian Government should issue scholarships/bursaries to young 

deserving Nigerians who may aspire to study Agriculture in tertiary institu-

tions in Nigeria in order to provide relevant manpower for the National 

Research system 

There should be increased efforts by the Nigerian Government to provide 

infrastructures like Water and Power required for processing and storage of 

farm produce(s) in order to extend supplies beyond glut periods. This will 

be another veritable approach to sustained food security in our Nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 16th inaugural lecture titled “HEALTHY SOIL: A CRUCIAL 

FACTOR IN FOOD SECURITY, ITS MANAGEMENT AND 

CONSERVATION ISSUES” was presented by Professor David 

Sola Daramola on Thursday, September 14, 2017.  

The following is a summary of the presentation: 

The motivation for the lecture was borne out of the realization of 

the fact that the role of the soil as a medium for crop cultivation 

can be influenced by its health. The lecturer suggested a nexus 

between food security and soil health. He posited that the ready 

availability and affordability of food which defines food security 

can only be made possible if the soil in question is wholesome in 

health. Prof. Daramola in the course of his presentation submitted 

that the preservation of soil health through the deployment of 

prophylactic principles of organic farming is a task that demands 

all hands on deck in order for food security to be attained. The 

lecture also related soil productivity to the joint availability and 

interplay of its desirable physical, biological and chemical       

attributes. The inaugural lecture brought to bear the fact that the 

unguided use of agro-chemicals such as mineral fertilizers and 

pesticides reduce the quality of the soil thereby reducing the 

productivity of the soil. 

The concept of organic agriculture as defined by the International 

Federation of Organic Agriculture Movement (IFOAM) is the 

system of crop and animal production that promotes the health of 

soil ecosystem and guarantees the health of people. The speaker 

asserted that organic agriculture is very beneficial for the soil in 

terms of productivity.  

Professor David Sola Daramola, Lecturer, Department of 
Agriculture and Industrial Technology, Babcock University. 



BUSINESS NAME 

                                                Erasmus+ call for proposal 2018                                               

  1. The Erasmus+ Call for Proposal 2018 has been published.  Erasmus+ is the new EU programme for Education and Training for the period 2014-2020.  

-    The Call for Proposals can be found here: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:C2017/361/04&from=EN 

-     The Programme Guide can be found here: https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/sites/erasmusplus2/files/files/resources/erasmus-plus-programme-
guide_en.pdf 

2.    Opportunities exist for Nigerian Higher Education Institutions (Universities or equivalent) in four main areas, namely: 

-      International Credit Mobility/Mobility for Higher Education Students and Staff - see in particular page 30-48 of the Programme Guide; deadline 1st Feb 2018; 

-      Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters Degrees - see in particular page 94-104 of the Programme Guide; deadline 15th Feb 2018; 

-      Capacity Building in Higher Education - see in page 156-169; deadline 8th Feb 2018; and 

-      Jean Monnet Activities - see in particular page 196-225; deadline 22nd Feb 2018. 

3.    Opportunities now also exist for Nigerian students to apply directly for scholarships in one main area: 

-      Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters Degrees: see the following website for courses that are available: https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/opportunities/individuals/students/erasmus-mundus-joint-master-degrees_en                 

 For the deadlines you will need to check the websites of the higher education institutions offering the Joint Masters Degree.  

 If you have any questions please contact Ugo Sokari-George at Ugo.Sokari-George@eeas.europa.eu and/or delegation-nigeria@eeas.europa.eu 

 

Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study (STIAS) 
 
Iso Lomso Fellowship for Early Carrer African Researchers 
The 2017 call for Applications is now open 
Iso Lomso Fellowships provide an exceptional early career oppor-
tunity for Africa’s brightest minds in academia. Iso Lomso means 
‘the eye of tomorrow’ in isiXhosa: seeing towards the future, laying 
the foundations for tomorrow.  
 
Iso Lomso Fellows will enjoy: a three-year attachment to STIAS 
during which time they may spend a total of ten months in residence 
at STIAS to develop and pursue a long-term research programme; 
the possibility of a residency at a sister institute for advanced study 
in North America, Europe or elsewhere; funding to attend up to 
three international conferences or training workshops anywhere in 
the world; support to convene a workshop with collaborators at 
STIAS; lecturer replacement subsidy for the fellow’s home institu-
tion during residency periods. The programme is aimed at African 
scholars who have obtained a doctoral degree within the preceding 
seven years and who hold an academic position at a university or 
research institution anywhere in Africa.  
  
Candidates should have established a research programme and have 
completed a post-doctoral fellowship or equivalent post-PhD pro-
gramme. All disciplines are considered. 
For enquiries, please contact: 
Dr. Christoff Pauw 
STIAS Programme Manager 
Tel. +27 21 808 9331 (w) 
Email: cpauw@sun.ac.za 

Post Doctoral Fellowship/ Scholarship 
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The Elsevier Foundation-TWAS Sustainability Visit-

ing Expert Programme 

The Elsevier Foundation - TWAS Sustainability Visiting     

Expert Programme supports visits of distinguished scientists in 

sustainability to institutions in developing countries, especially 

those in the 48 Least Developed   Countries (LDCs). 

The programme aims to provide institutions and research 

groups in developing countries, especially those with limited 

outside contacts with the opportunity to establish long-term 

links with world leaders in sustainability and further build   

capacity in their countries. 

*Please note: only persons who are experts in the field of    

sustainability will be considered for the programme.* 

The visit should provide a minimum stay of two weeks at the 

host institution. The sponsoring organization, through TWAS, 

will provide the visiting expert with up to USD4,000 to cover 

the cost of travel, visa, accommodation and other expenses  

related to the visit. *Deadline: 1 March 2018.* 




