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PRESS COVERAGE AND STAKEHOLDERS’ PERCEPTION OF CHILD  
LABOUR ISSUES IN NIGERIA (2010-2014) by Dr. Ajaegbu  Oguchi 

Child labour (CL) is a human rights issue and 
could degrade the dignity of the child. The United 
Nations apparently aware of the danger that child 
labour constitutes in 1989 adopted the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC/UNCRC) which 
spells out the economic, social, cultural, civil and 
political rights of children. Nigeria has domesticat-
ed the UNCRC into The Child Rights Act 2003. In 
spite of these legislations, child labour has ex-
panded coast and the perpetrators are thriving be-
cause of the lack of political will to enforce this 
Act. It is estimated that 15 million Nigerian chil-
dren are involved in child labour. This menace 
unfortunately will linger until appropriate 
measures are taken. The media serve as the chief 
information source for most people; they play a 
crucial role of interpreting issues that could help 
define social realities.  

Past studies have looked at media coverage of 
children issues and some have concluded that the 
media have not given enough coverage to issues 
affecting children in Nigeria. The aim of this study 
was to finding out how well the media have ad-
dressed the problem of child labour in the last five 
years and also to find out the perception of some 
Non-Governmental Organisations/Civil Society 
Organisations, and also selected Ministries of 
Women Affairs to media reports of child labour 
issues as major social actors in the fight against 
child labour. The study was anchored on the agen-
da-setting, framing and development media theo-
ries.  

The study adopted mixed methods comprising 
content analysis and survey. Three newspapers 
were chosen for the content analysis, they were: 
The Punch, The Guardian and The Sun from 2010 
to 2014. Representatives of five NGOs/CSOs were 
also studied. The study adopted a multistage sam-
pling technique to select the months and the con-
structed week sampling to select the days of the 
week. The study used a coding schedule and a 
structured in-depth interview guide for data collec-
tion. Reliability among the coders was measured 
using Cohen Kappa’s intercoder reliability test and 
the coders were almost in perfect agreement.  

Data collected 
were analysed 
using simple fre-
quency counts, 
percentages, 
charts and multi-
nomial logistic 
regression. Quali-
tative data from 
thei nterview 
were analysed 
according to the 
patterns and 
themes of the 
discourse.  

The findings 
revealed that out of 420 editions of the newspa-
pers studied, only 95 (22.6%) stories were found 
on child labour related issues meaning that the 
coverage was not sufficient. Out of the stories 
gathered, straight news (reporting news in a neu-
tral, factual manner, without opinion or personal 
point of view) was the most prominent genre of 
coverage meaning that news is a prominent genre 
through which CL issues are reported thus imply-
ing that CL issues are not discussed comprehen-
sively.  

Straight news format is good to report current 
events but there should be a balance with other 
genres like features, editorials; when issues are 
reported more in straight news format as opposed 
to other genres, it means that not much was writ-
ten on the issue as regards the background just 
the occurrence thus implying journalism of con-
venience. Stories on child abuse, child domestic 
servants and child trafficking were significantly 
covered and episodically framed (P= <0.05). In-
terview findings showed that the press has not 
given sufficient coverage to CL issues.  

The study concluded that the press did not give 
sufficient coverage to CL and did not fulfil the 
interpretative role by discussing issues compre-
hensively as there were more straight news re-
ports.  
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HOW TO PREVENT RESEARCH MISCONDUCT 

This  issue discusses ways of preventing research 

misconduct. First of all, prevention of research 

misconduct is a sole responsibility of everyone 

and can be prevented through: 

 Personal integrity 

 Zero tolerance policy: e.g. strict punish-

ment 

 Protection of whistle-blowers 

 Community education on how to report 

 Peer review & monitoring 

 Formulation of guidelines, rules and   rec-

ommendations for good scientific practice 

 Good role modeling 

 Initial and continuing education of      sci-

entists 

 Disclosure of potential conflicts of inter-

ests 

 Provision of infrastructure to detect mis-

conduct e.g. software 

Misconduct can be prevented when there is im-

provement of Integrity in Science through: 

 Paying attention to the issues of integrity in 

research 

 Promotion and evaluation of research    

integrity 

 Education in the responsible conduct of re-

search 

 Promulgation of and adherence to policies on 

research integrity 

 Institutional self assessment  

 Funding of research on scientific integrity 

Misconduct can be prevented by improving 

integrity in publications in the following ways: 

 All authors, including coauthors, are expected 

to have made reasonable attempts to check 

findings submitted to academic journals for 

publication  

 Authors are expected to keep all study data for 

later examination even after publication. The 

failure to keep data may be regarded as mis-

conduct.  

 Authors are also required to provide infor-

mation about ethical aspects of research, par-

ticularly where research involves human or 

animal  

Conclusively, Fostering Integrity: A Crucial Respon-

sibility  for All. Research misconduct impacts nega-

tively on individuals, institutions & research commu-

nity. Fostering an environment that promotes integri-

ty in the conduct of research is critical. 

Source: From the training material of Babcock University 

Health Research Ethics Committee prepared by Dr. 

Morenike Ukpong 

Continued on page 1 

Interview responses also showed that the press has not giv-
en sufficient coverage to CL issues in recent times as com-
pared to when the Child Rights Act was passed in 2003 and 
though the government has instituted some relevant laws; 
there is poor enforcement at all levels.  

It is recommended that the press should give prominence to 
child labour and child-related issues and be actively in-
volved in investigative reporting to get to the root of some 
ills that otherwise would be left hidden. Government should 
ensure strict enforcement of policies; also reporters are to 
learn how best to report child issues by liaising with NGOs/
CSOs as major social actors in fighting child labour.  

 

Picture on child labour 
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Dr. Olarinmoye Contributes to studies  
on zoonotic diseases in Saudi Arabia 

Dr. Ayodeji O. Olarinmoye had previously shared his findings about 

zoonotic diseases in BURB Volume 2, Isuue 2 all the way from South-

Africa.  

Dr. Olarinmoye  was commended by the authorities of King Khalid 

University (KKU), Abha, Saudi Arabia, for his contribution to the 

knowledge base on problems of commensal baboons in the country.  

The event which took place on the 1st of December, 2015 was chaired 

by KKU's Vice-President for Graduate Studies and Scientific Research 

Dr. Majid Al-Harbi. It marked the end of a two-day workshop on ba-

boon problems in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), organized by the Saudi Wildlife Authority and 

hosted on the main campus of KKU in Abha.  

At the workshop, Dr. Olarinmoye presented a paper titled “Zoonotic viruses of the indigenous baboons 

of Saudi Arabia” highlighting data from his health survey of commensal hamadryas baboons (Papio 

hamadryas hamadryas) located on the outskirts of Ta’if (21°26′N 40°21′E; 1,879 m), a city in the south-

west region of the country.  

The study is the first to detect and characterize viruses of veterinary and public health significance in  

baboons that are indigenous to the Arabian Peninsula. It is also a part of his research work for PhD     
degree. Dr. Olarinmoye is currently on study leave at University of Ibadan and King Khalid University, 
Saudi Arabia. 

Dr. Olarinmoye, Ayodeji Oluwadare, Depart-

ment of   Animal Science, School of Agriculture 

Babcock University 

A cross-section of participants at the workshop on Baboon 

Dr Olarinmoye receiving an acknowledgement  certificate from KKU 

vice president for Graduate Studies & Scientific Research 
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Calls for Proposals and Fellowships 

International Plant Nutri-

tion Institute (IPNI) -- 

Scholar Awards for Agri-

cultural Graduate Stu-

dents 2016 

The IPNI Scholar Awards 

are open to applicants who 

are graduate students attend-

ing a degree-granting insti-

tution located in any country 

with an IPNI program. Ap-

plicants in Africa can apply 

if their research connects 

with international programs, 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Development -- 

Agriculture and Climate Risk in West Africa.  

France's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Development, in 

partnership with the French Institute for Development Re-
search (IRD), will fund AGRICORA as a three-year pro-
gram of research on agriculture and climate change in West 

Africa. The participating countries are Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Cape Verde, Côte d'Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinée, Guinée

-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sénégal, Sierra Leo-
ne, and Togo. The themes of the program include climate 

services related to agriculture; intensified ecological agri-
culture on family farms; and water resources in agriculture. 
North-South research partnerships will be supported at an 

average of €140 thousand per project. Projects to build ca-
pacity will be supported at an average of €90 thousand per 

project. The deadline for letters of intent is 31 January 
2016. Link 

United Nations University, Institute for the Advanced 

Study of Sustainability -- PhD in Sustainability Science 

2016.  

The UNU's Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainabil-

ity (UNU-IAS) offers a three-year PhD program to produce 
scholars who will become key researchers in the field of 

sustainability science. The program seeks to incorporate 
perspectives on global change, specifically those related to 

climate change and biodiversity. The Japan Foundation 
offers the UNU Scholarship for outstanding applicants from 
developing countries who can demonstrate a need for finan-

cial assistance. The deadline for applications is 28 April 
2016. Link 

Please check the following online for scholarship oppor-

tunities [paepard] Applications open for 2016-2017 for 
master programmes and one 1-year advanced master pro-
gramme All information regarding admission requirements, 
language requirements and the process of application can be 
found in the following links lifesciences.ugent.be, applica-
tions.itc@ugent.be, PAEPARD@dgroups.or@? 

International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) -- Scholar 
Awards for Agricultural Graduate Students 2016 

The IPNI Scholar Awards are open to applicants who are gradu-

ate students attending a degree-granting institution located in 

any country with an IPNI program. Applicants in Africa can 

apply if their research connects with international programs, 

even if their countries are not in IPNI (see the special criteria 

for Africans). Awards of US$2 thousand are available to stu-

dents in the disciplines of agronomy, horticulture, ecology, soil 

fertility, soil chemistry, crop physiology, and other areas related 

to plant nutrition. The deadline for applications is 29 April 

2016. Link  

Fiat Panis Foundation -- Prizes for     Research in Agricul-

ture and Natural  Resources 2016 

The Fiat Panis Foundation makes awards for university thesis 

and dissertation research in themes of agriculture and natural 

resources, with a focus on food security in developing countries. 

The Josef G. Knoll European Science Award is €30 thousand; 

the Justus von Liebig Award for World Food is €25 thousand; 

and the Hans Hartwig Ruthenberg Graduate Award is €7.5 thou-

sand. The deadline for all awards is 30 April 2016. Link  

EC Research and Innovation (Horizon 2020) -- Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie Research Fellowships 2016.  
 
The Marie Sklodowska-Curie Research Fellowships include the 
Research and Innovation Staff Exchange (RISE). RISE aims to 
develop partnerships at the international level in Europe and 
outside Europe (most developing countries are eligible) in aca-
demic and non-academic sectors. The organizations constituting 
the partnerships contribute to joint research and innovation by 
seconding and/or hosting eligible staff members. Program 
MSCA-RISE-2016. The deadline for applications is 28 April 
2016. Link 
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