
A RESEARCH AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION INITIATIVE 

The 4th Inaugural 

Lecture 

 

BU Research Fair 

 

Disarming Ethnic 

Militants and Post-

Conflicts Peace 

building in the 

Niger Delta, Nige-

ria 

Calls for Proposals 

and Fellowships 

Chief  Writer and 

Editor: Professor G. 

O Tayo 

 

Writer and  design-

er: Adenike Folo-

runso-Ako 

Page 1 

 

Volume 2, Issue 9 

May 2015 

 Babcock University 4th INAUGURAL LECTURE 

One Kingdom, Many Kings: The fungi – once side-
lined and maligned, now irrepressible and irresistible 

 Prof. S. Dele Fapohunda, Dean, School of Basic  
and Applied Sciences, Babcock University deliv-
ered his inaugural lecture on Thursday 15th of 
May, 2015. Find below a summary of his presen-
tation.  

Fungi are special living forms with structures 
that resemble threads and interwoven mass of  
tubular called hyphae which aggregate into a 
mycelium. Most fungi are  inconspicuous      
because of their small size and cryptic lifestyles 
in soil and dead matter. 

The fungi until recently have been hugely under 
reported,  marginalized and totally ignored in the 
curriculum of secondary schools. Sometimes out 
of ignorance fungi are considered as some  “kind 
of bacteria” (Moore et. al., 2005, Moore et. al., 
2006).  

Their importance however include: 

A. As food consumed by man e. g. mush-
rooms like Agaricus spp, Pleurotu ostreatus,      
Volvariella volvacea. 

B. Antibiotics e.g. Penicillum chrysogenum 
is a source of antibiotics. The recently de-
rived antibiotics called Viridicatumtoxin B 
is a drug that fights resistant superbugs and 
as such could provide solution to antibiotic 
resistance. 

C.  Use in industries: e.g. yeasts like Saccha-
romyces are used in industrial fermentation 
in bakery and brewery  

D.  In medicine: proteins like insulin and 
human  hormones can be synthesized by 
members of the  Ascomycota. Some also 

 

cause diseases such 
as ringworm, ath-
letes foot and can-
didiasis in man as 
well as rust and 
smut diseases in 
plants.  

Antifungal           
resistance observed 
in the azole medica-
tions  is however of 
concern. Fungi can be used as biopesticides and 
also in  bioremediation and recycling. Many 
moulds are indicators of soil quality with the 
capacity to adsorb heavy metal in the ecosystem 
(Wang and Chen 2006). 

According to Visscher et. al., (1996), the tough 
resolve to survive where other life forms are 
dying is largely responsible for fungal success 
throughout geological time. 

Fungal Classification 

Fungi are classified by the International Myco-
logical Association which was founded in 1971. 
As at 2007, the various divisions were Chytridi-
omycota, Neocallimastigomycota, Blastocladio-
mycota, Microsporidia, Glomeromycota, Asco-
mycota, and Basidiomycota. However, till date 
the phyla/divisions are Cryptomycota, Chytridi-
omycota, microsporidia, Glomeromycota, Neo-
mastigomycota, Ascomycota, Basidiomycota, 
and zygomycota.  

Today Latin is no longer an exclusive language 
for validation, English is now added for names 
published on or after Jan1, 2013. 

 

Prof. S. Dele Fapohunda, Dean, 
School of Basic and Applied Sciences, 
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Mycotoxins 

Fungi produce secondary metabolites that endanger public health through targets like groundnuts, maize, wheat, beans, oilseeds, 
nuts, juices and animals given diets already contaminated. Implicated fungi include Aspergillus Penicillium and Fusarium which 
bloom in tropical environments such as Nigeria. They produce mycotoxins such as aflatoxins, ochratoxins, fumonisin and zeara-
lenone. The risks associated with their consumption include cancer, compromised immune system and reproductive malfunc-
tioning. Countries like India and Kenya experienced deaths through consumption of aflatoxin contaminated meals.  Livestock 
e.g. pigs, chickens and cattle had significantly depressed growth rate due to the consumption of mould contaminated grains. 
Fapohunda et. al., (2007, 2008) traced the induction of cell and organ abnormalities in rats and mice to aflatoxin consumption. 
Ezekiel et. al.,(2008) also reported the presence of zearalenone, a mycotoxin found in temperate regions in Nigeria. 

Control and preventive measures of mycotoxins include Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and Good Manufacturing Practices 
(GMP) and the use of toxin binders. 

Finally, professor Fapohunda postulated that in mycology there is now a fast and sustained trip from biochemistry to genomics 
especially where mycotoxins production is linked with some other critical metabolites like amino acids. According to him, the 
future belongs to molecular strategies because there lies the principles behind the mechanism of action in fungal metabolomics. 
Therefore the potential of fungi in drug production and agriculture can be further explored for the benefit of man.  

Professor Fapohunda concluded by referring to fungi as “fair friends” of man created by God to do the best that they know how 
to do. They and humanity are as such to manage each other well in order to enjoy the fruit of nature. 

Professor Fapohunda was the founding President(2006-2010) of the Mycotoxicological Society of Nigeria. 

Members of the High table The audience listening with rapt attention 

The cutting of the cake at the cocktail 

Professor Grace Tayo & Professor Iheanyichukwu Okoro  at  the 
cocktail 

A toast to the celebrant 

Prof. J. A. K. Makinde and Prof. S. Dele Fapohunda 
Prof. J. A. K. Makinde, Prof. S. Dele Fapohunda, & Mrs Fapohunda 
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Babcock University Research Fair 2015 
The annual BU research fair organized by the Research and International 
Cooperation unit, BU was held on April 23, 2015. The fair was conduct-
ed to exhibit the best 3 final year projects from each school. It also af-
forded the university community the opportunity to witness the different 
research projects carried out within the university. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The program also featured the ENACTUS group of Babcock University. 
The group made a presentation on their community based projects as 
well as their pet project; the  project gel fuel which provides an alterna-
tive cooking stove that is cheap and environment friendly. 

Awards were given to the best nine projects in the following order, 
however, two groups had 68 points and so they both took the 5th 
position : 

  

1st– Eke Chinonye Han-
nah and Nwanozie Ifeanyi 
Albert, Computer Science 
Department, Project title : 
Car Demobilizer Using 
Alcohol Detector Sensor, 
supervised by Mr. 
Ajaegbu C. (81points). 

                                                                                                                                 

                                                                               

 

 

2nd– Goodhead Divine, 
Aboaja Chukwudi, Ek-
peyong Gideon, Com-
puter Science Depart-
ment, Project Title: 
Automatic Plant Irriga-
tion System using a 
Microcontroller, Super-
vised by Dr.  Adekunle 
Y.A. (78 points).  

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                             

3rd- Igir i Fatun. U,  
Dele- David Dipo, 
Olayemi Joy. J, Comput-
er Science Department, 
Project Title: Computer 
Vision and Image Pro-
cessing Techniques 
(facial Recognition), 
Supervised by Mr. Omo-
tunde A. A.(72 points). 

 

4th– Wambai, Fatima, Department of Animal Science, Project title: 
The Incidence of Fungi and Mycotoxins in dried meat (kundi)( case 
study of Aleshinloye Market, Ibadan). Supervised by Prof. Grace 
Tayo and Dr. Ezekiel (71 points) 

5th—Ojo, Ayomide, Department of Agronomy and Land Scape 
design, Project title: Evaluation of fourteen Accessions of Amaran-

thus Cruetus for production of early Vegetative yield. Supervised 
by Prof. O. A. Denton, Prof.  D. S. Daramola, and Dr. K. O. 
Oyekale (68 points). 

5th– Ajor Phelona Esther, Department of Public Health, Project 
Title: Fruit Handling Practices and Microbial Content of Fruits sold 

in Ilishan-Remo, supervised by Aham-Chiabuotu, Chidimma (68 
points). 

7th– Oluwalana, K. F. and Adeyeye J. A., Department of Nutrition 
and Dietetics, Sensory Evaluation and Acceptability level of Im-
proved Kunu quality among Students of Babcock Univerisity.  Su-
pervised by Mrs. B. Adeoye and Dr. J. Adeyeye. (66 points). 

8th - Pomary Patr ick Opeyemi,  Depar tment of Computer  Sci-
ence, Project Title: Online Lecturer Performance Evaluation Sys-
tem, supervised by Mr. Agbaje M. O. (65 points). 

9th– Onouoha, Ezinnwane, Gado Chat, Joy Utannah Dainah, Bio-
chemistry Department, Project title: Potential Plant Products with 

Anti-inflammatory Activities, supervised by Prof. F . D. Onajobi 
and Dr. G. N. Anyasor. (63 points). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The occasion was graced by the President/Vice Chancellor, Profes-
sor J. A. Kayode Makinde, (second from the right) the Senior Vice 
President, Professor Iheanyichukwu Okoro, (third from the right) 
Associate Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness, Professor 
Constance Chibuzor Nwosu, (first from the right) Director Research 
and International Cooperation, Professor Grace Tayo, ( last from the 
right). Also in attendance were Deans, Heads of Department, Facul-
ty and students. The Technology Incubation Centre was represented 
by Mrs.  K. O. Adewole who promised to collaborate with Babcock 
University on some of the projects. 

 

 

A winner receiving his prize 
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Disarming Ethnic Militants and Post-conflict Peacebuilding 
in the Niger Delta, Nigeria  

                           By Dr. Osah Goodnews Political Science (Peace and Conflict Studies) 
Babcock University 

According to Dr Goodnews Osah, who works in the registry depart-
ment of Babcock University, Civil disobedience in the Niger Delta 
region had been a threat to the corporate existence of Nigeria since 
the 1960s and particularly in the early 2000s. Several active non-
state actors have engaged in resistance struggles against the Federal 
Government and multinational oil companies operating in the re-
gion. Many peacebuilding programmes had been implemented 
without success.  The Amnesty Programme implemented for an 
estimated 30,000 former militants since 2009 is the Government’s 
strategy to demilitarize the region and integrate ex-agitators into 
civil life. The ex-combatants had deposited a huge number of weap-
ons as sign of peacemaking in that conflict-ridden region of Nigeria, 
which in turn had reduced active and sustained physical combat.   
The Amnesty and peacebuilding programme ushered a regime of 
fragile peace though most of the grievances are still unaddressed.  
The basic components of the program included: disarmament, de-
mobilization and reintegration (DDR).  

For this study, the descriptive survey design was adopted. Three 

‘core’ Niger Delta States namely Bayelsa, Delta and Rivers were 

purposively selected because militancy was more pronounced in 

these areas.  Disproportionate stratified and snowball sampling 

techniques were used for selecting 1,000 respondents across two 

local government areas each from the selected states. The response 

rate was 85.1%. Quantitative data were obtained through two sets of 

questionnaires titled ‘Questionnaire on Disarming Ethnic Militants 

and Post-conflict Peacebuilding’. The instruments were tested for 

validity and reliability and yielded Cronbach alpha score of 0.734 

and 0.681 respectively. Qualitative data were collected through in-

depth interviews with 52 key actors including former militants, 

personnel of Niger Delta Development Commission and Amnesty 

Office, as well as community leaders and 3 focus group discussions.  

Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics while 

qualitative data were content analyzed.  

The work revealed there was no 

legal framework on which the 

peacebuilding programme was 

hinged and that the mode of imple-

mentation of the Programme has 

been tied to key political and mili-

tant leaders with no clearly estab-

lished institutions on which it is 

embedded.  In addition, key mili-

tant leaders and factions have re-

fused to be part of the peace pro-

cess. It was also found that there 

exists large number of unreported 

arms now in circulation. Consid-

erable investments have been 

made concerning reintegration of the ex-militants yet it was found that 

large numbers of former agitators have difficulty in securing jobs after 

completing their trainings. More so, the achievement on DDR is not 

matched with commensurate progress in socio-economic reconstruction 

as the problems of environmental despoliation, unemployment and 

poverty still persisted. 

The study concluded that the disarming of ethnic militants has led to 

the achievement of temporary peace in the Niger Delta. However, to 

consolidate the achievement on the disarmament and demobilization 

programs, massive socio-economic reconstruction is needed if the Am-

nesty-induced peace is to be sustained beyond 2015. The study recom-

mended creative strategies such as cash-for-guns and peace and stabil-

ity committees at community levels to take charge of ownership, as 

well as control and use of weapons for reducing the large quantities of 

arms in circulation.  The study further recommended the provision of 

jobs and tools for already trained ex-militants to get them economically 

reintegrated into the society.  In addition, stakeholders should collabo-

rate to tackle the question of massive socio-economic reconstruction, 

and confront the challenge of environmental despoliation, poverty and 

unemployment head on with a ‘Marshall-type’ intervention.   

Youths in Transformation training in Obubra 

Militants on Rampage in the Delta Creeks 

Surrendered weapons 

Late President Yar’dua signing the amnesty document 

Dr. Osah Goodnews, Head, 
Exams and Senate unit, Registry, 

Babcock University 
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the         

following RIC Staff 

Grace Tayo 
 
08033794709 
toyosi66@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 
08023336211 
aoadebola@yahoo.com 

Kolawole Ayodele 
 
08055676925 
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso-Ako 

07084318992 
Adunadenike@gmail.com 

Call for proposals/fellowships 

Global Good Fund -- Fellowship Program 2016.                         
The Global Good Fund Fellowship is a 15-month leadership develop-
ment program for young social entrepreneurs who remain in their 
workplaces. Each fellow is offered mentoring; resources for leader-
ship assessment; a peer network; and financial support. Past fellows 
represent enterprises for agriculture; environment; solar energy; and 
other green development. The program is open to applications world-
wide. Candidates should be under age 40. The application deadline 
(Parts 1 and 2) is 15 June 2015. Link 

Policy Relevant Research 
ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES 
Proposals are hereby invited from AAU member universities and 
institutions in partnership with other higher education institutions in 
more than one country within Africa. 
The project proposals may cover a range of themes and topics but 
their common focus will be on meeting the challenges of the SDGs 
and promoting sustainable development. 
The projects to be supported must be able to demonstrate ability to 
yield the following two major outputs, namely: 
(i) Information sharing on good practice in relation to innovation and 
reform. 
(ii) Policy-oriented research leading to policy briefs that highlight 
new ways in which universities can contribute to national pro-
grammes for reaching the SDGs, alleviating poverty and promoting 
sustainable development. 
All proposals should be sent electronically, and with a cover letter to 
the e-mail address 
jcmba@aau.org latest by Friday, May 29, 2015. All applications and 
their supporting documents must be submitted electronically on or 
before the deadline. For clarification and further information, please 
contact: 

Director, Research and Academic Planning Directorate, Association 
of African Universities (AAU) 
Aviation Road Extension, Airport Residential Area P. O. Box AN 
5744, Accra-North, Ghana. Tel.: 233-302-774495, 761588 / +233 54 
051 6599. Email: jcmba@aau.org. Website: http://www.aau.org. 
 
 
Ford Foundation -- Sustainable Development and Economic Live-

lihoods.  

The Ford Foundation is a large grant maker on a world scale. It makes 
grants in the USA and internationally in issues of social justice. 
Among them is "Sustainable Development," which focuses on the 
developing world. Additionally, the issue "Economic Fairness" in-
cludes a sub-theme to help economically poor rural households in 
developing countries with alternative livelihoods, often based on nat-
ural resources. Most grants in these two issue areas are made to con-
servation and development NGOs, universities and research institutes, 
regional and international networks, and other civil society organiza-
tions. Grants range from US$100 thousand to US$500 thousand, with 
exceptions above and below this range. Applicants fill out a grant 
inquiry form, which is submitted online at any time. Link 

 
 

 

Small Grants for  Graduate Internships 

The Association of African Universities (AAU) has intensified its 
advocacy for students from African Universities to acquire employa-
ble skills for the world of  work upon graduation from their universi-
ties. Through financial assistance from the  Swedish International 
Development Agency (Sida), the AAU has secured some funds to 
offer small grants of up to US $ 1, 000 per person for graduate intern-
ships for its member universities. Interested applicants should submit 
their applications and supporting documents in soft copy by  Monday 
25 May, 2015. to The Directorate of Research and Academic Plan-
ning, Association of African Universities, P.O. Box AN 5744, Ac-
cra– North, Ghana., E-mail: ransford@aau.org, cc:jmyers@ 

 

World Academy of Sciences -- Research Grants 2015. TWAS 
funds four programs that provide grants to researchers in some devel-
oping countries for specialized equipment, consumable supplies, and 
scientific publications. Grants are awarded to individual scientists 
and to research groups. Applicants need to have a PhD. The applica-
tion deadline is 01 June 2015. Link 

Coca-Cola Foundation -- Community Support Includes Water 

Projects. The Coca-Cola Foundation’s priority areas for grant mak-
ing are women, water, and well-being. In the subject area of water, 
the Foundation makes grants for access to clean water and sanitation; 
watershed management in water-stressed areas; multiple-use systems 
for water; and education and awareness in water conservation. Grants 
are to tax-exempt nonprofit charitable organizations. Grant seekers 
apply for cash grants or fund-raising sponsorships. Note: Coca-
Cola’s regional and country foundations share in these global priori-
ties and add others -- mainly in areas of education, health, and envi-
ronment. Link 

http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/33435754/4897054/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalgoodfund.org%2Ffellowship-program%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzfR4KHSWTeneJIB5emiiiYWVbLEqA
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/33435754/4897054/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fordfoundation.org%2Fgrants%2Forganizations-seeking-grants&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzdtDNHh7HjDJVFOy2fcM6Zzt1FNiQ
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/33435754/4897054/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftwas.org%2Fopportunities%2Fresearch-grants&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzc-AiDrqpfpWl44gUN0ZejwvqumxQ
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/33435754/4897054/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coca-colacompany.com%2Fstories%2Fcommunity-requests-guidelines-application&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEze1wuWiTwjRB4pbM

