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FRESHWATER SCARCITY-INDUCED CONFLICTS      
BETWEEN FARMERS AND PASTORALISTS IN     

NORTHERN NIGERIA 

The PhD research work of Dr. Sunday Didam Audu, a lecturer at the Department of Reli-
gious Studies, Babcock University was based on the above title. 
 
The research explored how freshwater scarcity-induced conflicts have become an intermi-
nable occurrence among farmers and pastoralists in Nigeria. The diminishing freshwater 
sources caused by climate change is threatening the livelihood of both farmers and pastoral-
ists in Northern Nigeria.  
Migrant pastoralists in search of pastures and water for their animals often find themselves 
at cross purposes with sedentary farmers as they compete over access. Within this context, 
Dr. Audu’s research described situations that constitute freshwater scarcity and examined 
conditions under which such scarcity ignites conflicts among farmers and pastoralists with-
in the area under consideration.   
 
This study involved a survey research which was carried out in three geo– political zones in 
Northern Nigeria. A sample population of 300 consisting of 150 farmers, 100 pastoralists, 
and 50 from government officials, law enforcement agents, NGOs and members of the pub-

lic was drawn through a purposive sampling technique. A structured Questionnaire complemented by a semi-
structured interview was used to collect data from the respondents. Response rate was 77%, data analysis was done 
using Multiple Regression and Pearson Product Moment Correlation.   
 
Findings showed a significant positive relationship between freshwater scarcity and conflicts among farmers and pas-
toralists (R2 =0.146). The struggle for access to sources of water, and not the water scarcity per se, was found to be the 
most potent predictor of conflict.  Due to poor implementation, government policies like the National Grazing Re-
serves Law and the Land Use Act, meant to regulate the use of land and water resources were found to have a signifi-
cant effect on the causes of conflict among farmers and pastoralists (R2 = 0.365).  Instituted programs like the fadama 
dry season irrigation projects were found to create tension between farmers and pastoralists.  The research found no 
support for the commonly held belief, particularly within the context of farmers-pastoralists conflicts, that demo-
graphic variables, like age, religion, tribe, socio-economic status and level of education cause conflicts since findings 
showed an insignificant relationship (R2 = 0.054) of these variables with conflict.  
 
The study concluded that freshwater scarcity and conflicts instigate a loss of livelihoods to farmers and pastoralists  as 
a result of  persistent violence such as ethnic clashes and regional interstate conflicts.  It was concluded that future 
clashes may not be restricted to the northern parts of Nigeria alone but may extend to the southern parts as pastoralists 
make incursions into those areas in search of pastures for their animals.  Political will-power is needed by government 
to revise and implement policies on freshwater and land resources. There is also a need to intensify afforestation to 
slow down the effects of climate change on water resources. A peaceful nation will enhance development and produc-
tivity. 

Dr. Sunday Didam Audu, Lectur-
er 1, Department of  Religious 
Studies,   Babcock University

A Northern Pastoralist Northern farmers  
A fresh water  source 
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3rd INAUGURAL LECTURE 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT IN THOUGHTS FOR FOOD 

The third Inaugural lecture of Babcock University was presented by pro-

fessor Yetunde Olawunmi Makinde of Department of Nutrition and Die-

tetics, School of Agriculture. 

Prof.(Mrs) Y. O. Makinde took her audience through nutrition and dietet-

ics as academic disciplines stressing the contemporary approach to nutri-

tion that shows its relationship to other fields of study like Humanities, 

Anthropolgy, Computer application, Sociology, Economics, Physiology 

e,t,c.  as postulated by Kuhn,1970. 

She defined food as ‘”any substance consumed to provide nutritional 

support for the body” while also elaborating the components of food. 

 

Prof. Mrs Makinde’s food for thought in thought for food discourse high-

lighted the following: 

A. Food security  as a national security indicator where she postulated 

that food security is essential for social stability, peace and a collat-

eral factor of national security. 

B. Food deprivation as a weapon of war and demographic migration 

catalyst, she gave examples of how food deprivation was used to 

end the Nigerian Biafra war in 1970 and how food crisis was respon-

sible for demographic movement during the old testament Bible 

times.  

C. Food as currency or monetary instrument; Food was used in ancient 

times as monetary value in a trade by barter even in Bible times . 

Gen47: 15-17 

D. Food as cultural expression. Prof. Makinde, gave examples of Nigerian 

proverbs that are linked with food beliefs such as  

Yoruba adage: Olobe lo loko. 

English translation: A good cook owns the husband 

Igbo adage:  “ Soup wey sweet na money  kill am” 

Youruba translation: Obe todun owo lo pa 

English translation: No delicacy comes cheap 

E. Food and Religion: She referred to the biblical  standard with 

regard to appetite that encourages temperance in substances that 

are healthy and total abstinence from  harmful substances. She 

gave examples of food, appetite and choice leading to the fall of 

Adam and  Eve as well as the victory of the second Adam over a 

similar temptation after a 40 day fast in the wilderness. 

According to Prof. Makinde, food is central in biblical principles of 

faith, growth and prosperity. 

She concluded her lecture by encouraging the Nigerian govern-

ment to  

i. Diversify the economy by investing in Agriculture 

ii. Impose tax on junk food so as to reduce the resultant exotic dis-

eases of cancer, diabetes, renal pathologies e. t. c. 

iii. Encourage maternal meals to ensure balanced nutrition to low 

income pregnant women 

iv. Introduce nutritional education to the curriculum of schools from 

kindergarten to tertiary level  

V. Establish affordable lifestyle centers  

Vi. Encourage individuals to return to the creator’s recommended 

and original diet while engaging in the Newstart program of 

N-nutrition, E– exercise, w– water, S– Sunlight, T– temperance, A-

air, R-rest, T-trust in God 

Prof. Clara Okoro, Prof. J. A. K. Makinde, Prof. Y. O Makinde ,  Prof.  I. Okoro, & Dr.  Leke  Owolabi Prof. Yetunde Olawunmi  Makinde 
Prof. J. A. K Makinde, Prof. Yetunde Makinde & V C , OAU  

Prof. Tade Omole 

        Dr Leke Owolabi, Prof. J. A. Kayode Makinde and Prof. Yetunde Olawunmi Makinde 



4th Inaugural Lecture 
Babcock University 4th Inaugural Lecture 
holds as follows: 

Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 

Time: 3:00 p. m. to 5:00 p. m.  

Presenter: Prof. S. O. Fapohunda 

Title: “One Kingdom, many kings: The fungi, once side-
lined and maligned, now irrepressible and irresistible” 

Department: Biosciences and Biotechnology 

School: Basic and Applied Sciences 

Venue: Babcock Business School main auditor ium 

All are invited 

 

Quotes 
                                                                                                                                               

“The time will come when diligent research over long periods will bring 
to light things which now lie hidden. A single lifetime, even though     
entirely devoted to the sky, would not be enough for the investigation 
of so vast a subject. And so this knowledge will be unfolded only 
through long successive ages. There will come a time when our            
descendants will be amazed that we did not know things that are so 
plain to them. Many discoveries are reserved for ages still to come, 
when memory of us will have been effaced.” ― Seneca 
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the         

following RIC Staff 

Grace Tayo 
 
08033794709 
toyosi66@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 
08023336211 
aoadebola@yahoo.com 

Kolawole Ayodele 
 
08055676925 
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso-Ako 

07084318992 
Adunadenike@gmail.com 

Call for proposals/fellowships 

OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) -- Master's 
Scholarships 2015-2016.  

OFID invites qualified applicants who have obtained or who are near-
ly completing their undergraduate degrees to apply for the OFID mas-
ter's scholarships in a relevant field of development or energy studies. 
Applicants must be from developing countries (except OFID member 
countries), with prior admission to pursue a master's degree at any 
recognized university/college in the world. The deadline for applica-
tions is 08 May 2015. Link  

 

Grand Challenges Exploration                                                  
Grand Challenges Explorations, an initiative to encourage innovative 
and unconventional global health and development solutions, is now 
accepting grant proposals for its latest application round.  Applicants 
can be at any experience level; in any discipline; and from any organ-
ization, including colleges and universities, government laboratories, 
research institutions, non-profit organizations and for profit compa-
nies. 
 
Proposals are being accepted online until May 13, 2015 on the fol-
lowing topics:  
 
•    Addressing Newborn and Infant Gut Health Through Bacterio-
phage-Mediated Microbiome Engineering 
•    Explore New Ways to Measure Delivery and Use of Digital Finan-
cial Services Data 
•    Surveillance Tools, Diagnostics and an Artificial Diet to Support 
New Approaches to Vector Control  
•    New Approaches for Addressing Outdoor/Residual Malaria Trans-
mission 
•    Reducing Pneumonia Fatalities Through Innovations that Improve 
Pneumonia Diagnosis & Referral of Malnourished Children 
•    Enable Merchant Acceptance of Mobile Money Payments 

Full descriptions of the new topics and application instructions are 
available at www.grandchallenges.org 

Global Good Fund -- Fellowship Program 2016.                         
The Global Good Fund Fellowship is a 15-month leadership develop-
ment program for young social entrepreneurs who remain in their 
workplaces. Each fellow is offered mentoring; resources for leader-
ship assessment; a peer network; and financial support. Past fellows 
represent enterprises for agriculture; environment; solar energy; and 
other green development. The program is open to applications world-
wide. Candidates should be under age 40. The application deadline 
(Parts 1 and 2) is 15 June 2015. Link 

Policy Relevant Research 
ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES 
Proposals are hereby invited from AAU member universities and 
institutions in partnership with other higher education institutions in 
more than one country within Africa. 
The project proposals may cover a range of themes and topics but 
their common focus will be on meeting the challenges of the SDGs 
and promoting sustainable development. 
The projects to be supported must be able to demonstrate ability to 
yield the following two major outputs, namely: 
(i) Information sharing on good practice in relation to innovation and 
reform. 
(ii) Policy-oriented research leading to policy briefs that highlight 
new ways in which universities can contribute to national pro-
grammes for reaching the SDGs, alleviating poverty and promoting 
sustainable development. 
 

All proposals should be sent electronically, and with a cover letter to 
the e-mail address 
jcmba@aau.org latest by Friday, May 29, 2015. All applications and 
their supporting documents must be submitted electronically on or 
before the deadline. For clarification and further information, please 
contact: 

Director, Research and Academic Planning Directorate, Association 
of African Universities (AAU) 
Aviation Road Extension, Airport Residential Area P. O. Box AN 
5744, Accra-North, Ghana. Tel.: 233-302-774495, 761588 / +233 54 
051 6599. Email: jcmba@aau.org. Website: http://www.aau.org. 
 

World Academy of Sciences -- Research Grants 2015. TWAS 
funds four programs that provide grants to researchers in some devel-
oping countries for specialized equipment, consumable supplies, and 
scientific publications. Grants are awarded to individual scientists 
and to research groups. Applicants need to have a PhD. The applica-
tion deadline is 01 June 2015. Link 

Coca-Cola Foundation -- Community Support Includes Water 

Projects. The Coca-Cola Foundation’s priority areas for grant mak-
ing are women, water, and well-being. In the subject area of water, 
the Foundation makes grants for access to clean water and sanitation; 
watershed management in water-stressed areas; multiple-use systems 
for water; and education and awareness in water conservation. Grants 
are to tax-exempt nonprofit charitable organizations. Grant seekers 
apply for cash grants or fund-raising sponsorships. Note: Coca-
Cola’s regional and country foundations share in these global priori-
ties and add others -- mainly in areas of education, health, and envi-
ronment. Link 
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