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Dear Reader,  

Welcome to BU research brief.  

This edition features the research  

work of another faculty member.  

In subsequent editions, we will  

continue to showcase the find-
ings  

of our researchers. We again  

encourage staff and faculty to seize  

the opportunities advertised though calls for 
proposals and fellowships in this newsletter, 
They are real. As you make waves in re-
search, share your stories with us  so that 
others can learn from you. 

Thank you for your support . 

Professor Grace Oluwatoyin 
Tayo,  Director,  Research 

and   International            
Cooperation 
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LINKING THE PHENOMENON OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND 
DECLINING HUMAN SECURITY IN AFRICA: NIGERIA AND THE 

GAMBIA AS COMPARATIVE CASES 2000-2012 

Dr. Iyanda, 
Rachael Oluseye, 

Department of 
Political Science & 
Public Administra-

tion, BU 

The phenomenon of human trafficking is on the increase 
globally and more so in Africa.  Nigeria and The Gambia 
are considered as leading sources of trafficked persons 
amongst African countries. Studies have indicated that in-
creased unemployment, rising poverty and various forms of 
insecurity are implicated in the increasing incidence of traf-
ficking in recent decades.  However, the empirical links 
between rising human trafficking and human security indi-
ces in these countries have not been sufficiently investigat-
ed. Therefore, this study explored the link between rising 
human trafficking and declining human security in Nigeria 
and The Gambia comparatively.  The research was an-
chored on the rising-poverty- equals-conflict theoretical 
model and relative deprivation theory. 

The study was explorative using descriptive survey design. 
Nigeria and The Gambia were purposively selected as com-
parative cases among the 54 countries of Africa.  Multi-
stage sampling was used to select 1,500 respondents from 
three zones in Nigeria and three regions in The Gambia.  
Data were collected using a questionnaire, focus group dis-
cussion and structured interview.  The instruments were 
validated using Cronbach Alpha, and a reliability coeffi-
cient of 0.87 was obtained.  Data collected were analysed 
using frequencies, Pearson Product Moment Correlation 
and multiple regression. Pairwise Granger Causality test 
was performed to draw causal relationships between the 
dependent and independent variables.  Qualitative data were 
content analysed and presented thematically  

The findings revealed that both the decline in human securi-
ty and rise in human trafficking are affected by economic 
liberalization, regime of market forces, and globalization. 
86% of respondents believed that increase in human securi-
ty provision leads to reduction in human trafficking.  

The correlation coefficient was low signifying a weak 
positive relationship between these variables. The 
joint effect of independent variables on security chal-
lenge was not significant,  (P >  0.05).  

The correlation coefficient of 0.207 further revealed a 
weak positive relationship between policies on human 
trafficking and their effectiveness to combat the men-
ace in the case countries.  Comparatively, when cau-
sality was Granger tested at a 10% level of signifi-
cance, the study found that whereas reduced human 
security predicted increased human trafficking in Ni-
geria, in The Gambia, human trafficking predicted a 
reduction in human security indices.  

The study concluded that there is a link between the 
rising incidence of human trafficking and declining 
human security in both Nigeria and The Gambia.  
Hence the onus lies with 
the policy makers to de-
velop a sustainable strate-
gy in dealing with the state 
of human security provi-
sioning in the two case 
countries.  It was also rec-
ommended that govern-
ment and non-
governmental organiza-
tions collaborate to ensure 
that poverty is reduced; 
while ensuring that food, 
basic amenities and quali-
tative health care services 
are available to the vulner-
able members of society. 

Dr. Iyanda, Rachael Oluseye, 
Department of Political Science & 

Public Administration, BU 



Page 3 

WORLD BANK ROBERT S. McNAMARA FELLOWSHIP 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

DEADLINE: FEB. 11, 2015 
  

HOW TO APPLY: 
Further instructions on preparing and submitting the Application are 
available at the World Bank Scholarships Program website. The online 
application form is available on our website between January 7 – Febru-
ary 11, 2015 at http://www.worldbank.org/scholarships 
  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Potential applicants may also contact us at 
rsm_fellowships@worldbank.org if answers to their questions are not 
available on the website. 
  
  Eligibility:  

Candidate must be  from  a World  Bank  developing country, cur-

rently enrolled  in a PhD program in a World Bank member coun-

try, must have completed all course work and exam requirements 

for PhD at the time of application, must have a master’s  degree, 

being 35 years or younger as of February 11, 2015. 

http://go.worldbank.org/LZYMB47270
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/WBI/EXTWBISFP/EXTRSMFP/0,,contentMDK:21588578%7EmenuPK:552352%7EpagePK:64168445%7EpiPK:64168309%7EtheSitePK:551843,00.html
http://www.worldbank.org/scholarships
mailto:rsm_fellowships@worldbank.org
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Call for proposals/fellowships 

Tony Elumelu Foundation -- Entrepreneurship Program 

for Africans. The Tony Elumelu Foundation has launched 
the Tony Elumelu Entrepreneurship Program (TEEP) to fos-
ter and support start-up enterprises in Africa. TEEP com-
bines mentoring, training, forums, seed capital (US$5 thou-
sand), and alumni support to individuals in Africa proposing 
new business ideas or early-stage companies. The program is 
open to citizens and legal residents ages 18 and older in any 
African country (i.e., North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa). 
The Foundation aims to offer 1,000 places annually. The 
period for applications (English, French, Portuguese) is 01 
January 2015 through 01 March 2015. Link 

Global Sustainable Electricity Partnership -- Masters 

Studies in Sustainable Energy. The Global Sustainable 
Electricity Partnership comprises many of the world's largest 
energy companies in partnership with international organiza-
tions, development banks, institutes, and foundations. The 
program sponsors ESED (Education for Sustainable Energy 
Development) to support outstanding students from develop-
ing countries to pursue masters-level studies directly related 
to sustainable energy. The support is US$23 thousand per 
year for up to two years. Applications are invited from any 
developing country on the list of ODA recipients. The next 
application deadline is 06 March 2015. Link 

UK Royal Society -- Research Collaboration, UK with 
Africa. With funding by the UK's Department for interna-
tional Development (DFID), the Capacity Building Program 
for Africa aims to facilitate multidisciplinary partnerships 
between research groups in Sub-Saharan Africa and the UK. 
Research priorities are water and sanitation; renewable ener-
gy; and soil-related research. The program supports research 
expenses, travel and subsistence costs, PhD training, and 
limited funds for equipment. Program grants will support 
consortia consisting of three African groups and one UK-
based laboratory. The application deadline is 19 March 2015. 
Link 

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and World Academy of 

Sciences (TWAS) -- PhD Studies in China.  The CAS-TWAS 

President’s PhD Fellowship Programme will support up to 
200 students worldwide for PhD studies in China. The areas 

of concentration include agricultural sciences; biological 
systems; and several others. The maximum age for applicants 

is 35 years. Funding support is for up to four years. The ap-
plication deadline is 31 March 2015. Link 

International Science, Technology, and Innovation Center for 

South-South Cooperation (ISTIC) -- Innovations in Science and 

Technology in Developing Countries.  ISTIC is partnering with 
TWAS (the World Academy of Sciences) to identify, reward, 
and disseminate best practices in science and technology that 

have helped advance economic development in the global 
South. The project invites abstracts of case studies from sci-

entists, entrepreneurs, and others. ISTIC/TWAS will select 
10-15 case studies for presentation in Malaysia in October 

2015. The three best presentations will be awarded cash priz-
es ranging from US$2 thousand to US$5 thousand. The 
deadline for submitting case studies is 01 April 2015. Link 

Nordic Africa Institute (NAI) -- Grants for Guest Re-

searchers from Africa 2015. The Nordic Africa Institute 
provides funding to social science researchers from Sub-
Saharan Africa for short-term collaborative assignments at the 
NAI in Uppsala, Sweden. Female researchers are especially 
encouraged to apply. The research cluster "Agrarian Change, 
Property, and Resources" includes the topics of land owner-
ship and entitlements, land grabbing, natural resource man-
agement, livestock rearing, community forestry, and environ-
mental sustainability. The application deadline is 01 April 
2015. Link 

Sustainia100 -- Sustainable Solutions, 2015 Edition. Sus-
tainia100 is an annual guide to 100 innovative sustainable 
solutions from around the world in sectors that include ener-
gy, resources, and food (agriculture) -- among others. Sustain-
ia100 invites innovative solutions that present readily availa-
ble projects, initiatives, and technologies at the forefront of 
sustainable transformation. The finalists receive publicity 
online, at the awards ceremony, and in a published guide. The 
deadline for submissions is 01 April 2015. Link  

Indian National Academy of Sciences -- Fellowships for 

Visiting Scientists from Developing Countries. India's Na-
tional Science Academy administers the JRD-Tata Fellow-
ships to support visiting scientists from the developing world 
and promote South-South cooperation. The program is open to 
applicants from developing countries (except India) younger 
than age 45, and who possess doctorate or masters degrees in 
science or equivalent degrees in engineering/medicine. Past 
participants have included several in agriculture, biological 
sciences, and geo sciences. The fellowship is for three months 
and includes transportation, maintenance allowance, accom-
modation, and contingencies. The application deadlines are 30 
April and 31 October of each year. Link  

For suggestions, kindly contact any of the         
following RIC Staff 

Grace Tayo 
 
08033794709 
toyosi66@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 
08023336211 
adebola@gmail.com 

Kolawole Ayodele 
 
08055676925 
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso-Ako 

07084318992 
Adunadenike@gmail.com 
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