
The mycotoxicology Society of Nigeria was born 
on January 19, 2006 at an inaugural meeting 
organized by Dr. S. O. Fapohunda and others at 
Babcock University. The society was formed to 
look at the issue of mycotoxin menance in Nige-
rian crops. Representatives from Olabisi Ona-
banjo University, Ago Iwoye, Standards Organi-
zation of Nigeria SON, NAFDAC, University of 
Ibadan, IITA Ibadan and University of Agriculture 
Abeokuta graced the occasion. 
 
Professor A. A. Alalade the pioneer Vice Chancel-
lor of Babcock University was the chief host at 
that time and Professor J. A. K. Makinde, the DVC 
then also supported him. The special lecture was 
presented by Professor G. O. Adegoke of the 
University of Ibadan. A scientific presentation 
was made by Dr. Ranajit Bandyophyadyay of the 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA).  
 
Aflatoxin (a toxin produced by some molds in 
crops), a mycotoxin has been ravaging the crops 
of Nigerian farmers and inflicting untold morbid-
ities on livestock and man for many years. This 
became a great concern to Prof. S. O. Fapohunda 
who then thought it was time to bring this to 
national limelight. 
 
At the end of the meeting the group was named 
Nigeria Mycotoxin Awareness and Study Group 
(NMASG). The intention of the group was not to 
tow the path of the usual societies or associations 
that will organize annual conferences  without 
having positive impact on the community. 
 
 Over the years the body was renamed Nigeria  
Mycotoxin Awareness and Study Network and 
finally, Mycotoxicology Society of Nigeria (MSN). 
The website www.ngmycotoxin.org  has updates 
on this body and on Babcock University’s role in 
the formation of the society.                                     
 
The world body called International Society for 
Mycotoxicology (ISM) based in Italy was also  

established about the time MSN was formed. The 
African Union also founded Partnership for Afla-
toxin Control in Africa (PACA.). It is fulfilling to note 
that two members of faculty in Babcock University 
are recognized as consultants to the African Union 
(AU) body on mycotoxin studies. 
 

Collaborative efforts on mycotoxin studies is on-

going on between Babcock University and institu-

tions in Austria, Italy, USA, Portugal and Spain. In 

Nigeria, a minimum of three research institutions 

are also collaborating with studies on mycotoxins.  

Prof S. O. Fapohunda  was the founding President 

(2006-2010)and Dr C. N.  Ezekiel is the current Na-

tional Secretary of MSN. Dr Ezekiel recently at-

tended the World Mycotoxin Conference, which 

took place at Vienna, Austria. 
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Professor S.O. Fapohunda, Dean of School of Basic  & 
Applied Sciences, Babcock University 

Inaugural meeting  
Babcock University,19 Jan 2006

www.ngmycotoxin.org
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Enitan Celestina, Professor G. N. D. Aja, Oba Adedokun Abolarin, Professor  Grace Tayo, and Sunday Samuel 

I n line with the millennium Development Goal (MDG)  aimed at im-

proving health and social conditions of local communities, a team of 

researchers headed by Prof G. N. D Aja, in collaboration with the Oran-

gun of Oke-Ila in Osun State of Nigeria, visited and adopted Oke-Ila 

community as a centre for their Community support and Development 

project. 

The main goals of the project was to promote and integrate community 

health development efforts through Public Health, Agriculture and 

Education disciplines. 

Capacity building through training and information sharing with the 

local community networks. 

Community development initiatives by the people, for the people and 

with the people. 

Methodology: To utilize institutional expertise in harnessing local re-

sources for community development, qualitative and quantitative stud-

ies were carried out in the following way: 

After the identification of the pilot area (Oke-Ila Orangun), a  meeting 

was held between the researchers and the paramount ruler of the com-

munity;  Oba Adedokun Abolarin Aroyinkeye I for formal approval to 

work with the community and to identify the key institutions within the 

community. 

A needs assessment was later carried out using questionnaires, inter-

views and on the spot assessment. Questionnaires covered the demo-

graphic characteristics, health habits and challenges, agricultural activi-

ties and challenges. Researchers also interviewed key persons within the 

health care centre, Middle School and the oil palm processing units. 

Result: Results showed that the community is largely agrarian, with a 

large percentage involved in palm oil production. However, the process-

ing is still crude. Pressing and extraction is manual and labourious. Wa-

ter for processing is from the river which sometimes dries up during the 

dry season. 

The Primary Health: A fully functioning Primary Health centre located within 

the town attends to health and maternity issues. The most common disease 

treated in the facility is malaria which according to observation is common 

in the dry season  and can be attributed to water stored in the homes dur-

ing this season. It was observed that the water containers are often without 

cover and could be responsible for the presence malaria vectors 

(mosquitoes). Challenges of the centre include lack of workers to maintain 

the environment, lack of functional ambulance and toilet facility. 

Middle School: Although the community boasts of 2 Primary Schools and 2 

Secondary schools, the team only visited the middle school. The environ-

ment of the school is serene and conducive to learning. Feeding was con-

tracted to a caterer who sells food to students during their break period. 

Challenges include, lack of decent toilet facilities, potable water for drinking 

and few permanent teachers.  

Apakiimo centre for the aged: This centre located within the palace of the 

king, caters for the social and health needs of the aged in the community. 

The centre has facilities that allow the older ones to interact, play local 

games and also have their medical check up carried out for free by a health 

care personnel. 

Conclusion and Recommendation: The community is endowed with natural 

resources and facilities that can be used to enhance the health and stan-

dard of living of the members. Members are receptive and willing to work 

with researchers through a campus-community relationship and initiatives 

to improve their health, education and agricultural activities. Project is on-

going and recommendations will be shared with the Oba in council on 

how to utilize available local resources to solve the challenges identified in a 

sustainable way. 

 

Mechanical Process for extracting Palm Oil 
Woman Processing Palm Oil 
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Social Science Research Council– Grants for Research on Envi-

ronmental Change and Conflict in Africa.           

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) makes research grant 
through the African Peace Building Network to African research-
ers, policy analysis, and practitioners working on conflict and 
peace building in Africa. Support is available for research and 
analysis on issues that include environmental change and con-
flict. Applicants must be African citizens currently residing in a 
country of Sub–Saharan Africa. Grants are up to 15 thousand US 

dollars. The deadline for applications is 14 December 2014. 

Chrysalis Trust– Grants for Livelihood Projects. The Chrysalis 
Trust makes grants for the relief of poverty and disability, and the 
promotion of access to shelter, education, healthcare, and water. 
The geographical scope is locally in the North East of England; 
nationally in the UK; and internationally in developing countries. 
Most grants are under 10 thousand pounds. Application dead-

lines are 15 May and 15 December of each year. 

Belgian Royal Academy for Overseas Sciences -- Award for Re-
search on Biodiversity to Improve Human Nutrition.                                                                                       
Each year, the Belgian Royal Academy for Overseas Sciences 
sponsors a competition to stimulate high-quality research regard-
ing problems inherent in the developing world. The questions 
for 2015 include one on the potential contributions of plant 
and/or animal biodiversity to improve nutrition security and 
health in developing countries. Each award-winning work is 

granted a prize of €2,500. The deadline is 01 March 2015. Link   

Conservation, Food, and Health Foundation -- Funding for Grass-
roots Development.                                                                          
The CFH Foundation makes grants to nonprofit organizations 
worldwide for projects in conservation, sustainable agriculture, 
and health in developing countries. The average grant is ap-
proximately US$17 thousand. The deadlines for concept applica-

tions are 01 January and 01 July of each year. Link  

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation -- International Climate 
Protection Fellowships.                                                                    
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation offers 20 fellowships 
for young climate experts from developing countries interested 
in conducting a project in Germany and pursuing long-term 
collaboration. The fellowship allows future leaders to spend a 
year in Germany working on a research-based project of their 
own choice in the field of climate protection. Fellows choose 
their own hosts. The fellowship includes intensive language 
training and an orientation program at the introduction. The 

deadline for applications is 15 March 2015.Link   

Scientific Exploration Society (SES)— Explorer Awards 2015. 

The SES makes awards to “pioneers with purpose” who combine 
innovative field expeditions with important research contribu-
tions, including in subject areas related to environment and con-
servation. The awards are intended to provide a financial contri-
bution to the overall cost of the fieldwork phase of scientific ex-
ploration. For 2015, the SES announces five award categories. 

The application deadline for all awards is December 31, 2014 

 

CALLS FOR PROPOSALS / FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

For suggestions, kindly contact any of the following 

RIC Staff 

Grace Tayo 
08033794709 
toyosi66@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso–Ako 
07084318992                                              
adunadenike@gmail.com 

Kolawole Ayodele                                  
08055676925  
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 
08023336211 
aoadebola@yahoo.com 

QUOTES 

TO EDUCATE A MAN IN MIND AND 

NOT IN MORALS IS TO EDUCATE A 

MENACE TO  SOCIETY 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

1st International Conference on Ad-

vanced Computerized Systems and 

Emerging Technologies 

Babcock University School of Com-

puter Science hosted the 1st Interna-

tional Conference on Advanced Com-

puterized systems and Emerging 

Technologies between November 

30– December 3, 2014, at Babcock 

Guest House. 
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