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T he BU-ACURET Collaborative Ini-

tiative has been on for about a year 

now. After thorough consultation with the 

two parties, and review by the Legal unit 

of BU, the MOU signing ceremony      

finally took place on Monday, June 9, 

2014. Animal Care and Use in Research, 

Education and Testing (ACURET. ORG) 

is an organization that promotes humane 

animal care and use for scientific        

purposes in developing countries. 

During the visit of  Professor Francis   

Fakoya and Professor Odesanmi, repre-

sentatives of ACURET. ORG, further plans on the proposed Center for 

Excellence on Laboratory Animal Bio-methodology to be sited at Bab-

cock University were discussed. 

The agreement shall be for two (2) years from the day that the memoran-

dum of understanding was 

signed. It may thereafter 

be extended, reviewed, re-

vised, renewed, or 

amended in writing by mu-

tual consent.  

We welcome ACU-

RET.ORG on board the 

BU ship. 
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L ead is a poisonous metal, lead exposure is caused most of the time by human activities, such as 

burning fossil fuels, mining, manufacturing, air pollution. Emotional and behavioral problems 

show up even with low exposure to lead, and as blood lead levels increase in children, so do the prob-

lems according to research funded by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 

(NIEHS), an arm of the National Institutes of Health.  

It is well-documented that lead exposure lowers the IQ of children.” Blood lead concentrations meas-

ured in more than 1,300 preschool children in China were associated with increased risk of behavioral 

and emotional problems, such as being anxious, depressed, or aggressive. The average blood lead level in the children was 6.4 mi-

crograms per deciliter. For the study, the researchers analyzed one blood sample taken from each child between the ages of 3-5. Be-

havioral problems were assessed at age 6 using standardized questionnaires. The questionnaires were filled out by the children’s 

teachers and parents, which the authors noted is both a strength and limitation. The study used scores from two sources, but the rat-

ings did not provide a clinical diagnostic measure of behavioral problems.  

U.S. studies have reported that lead exposure causes what psychologists call externalizing behavior problems, such as aggressive-

ness and bullying, which may lead to truancy and even jail time as children get older. In the study reported, children with higher 

blood lead levels had internalizing problems, such as anxiety and depression, as well as some externalizing problems. 

The authors suggested that continuing monitoring of blood lead 

concentrations, as well as clinical assessments of mental behav-

ior during regular pediatric visits, may be needed.       

Kimberly Gray (June 30, 2014), Lead in kids, National Institute of Environ-

mental Health Science, NIH Newsletter, June 2014 
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Pictures of MOU signing and Animal Facility Inspection  

“Imagination is more  important than 

knowledge. knowledge is limited, 

Imagination encircles the world” _____ 

Albert Einstein 

QUOTES 

Effects of Lead Exposure In Kids 

A PIECE OF LEAD METAL 
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SABBATICAL EXPERIENCE 
“It is sweet home coming and I’m glad to be back in BU after series of 

exciting researches, research networking and collaborations, conference 

presentations, book writing and new teaching experiences”. Said Profes-

sor Mobalanle Sotunsa. 

 

The time she spent at African Studies Institute (ASI) at the University of 

Georgia, (UGA) was mainly devoted to the completion of her research on      

compiling A Compendium of Short Yoruba Drum Texts. The research 

was completed and the book containing over 500 drum texts, thematically 

arranged with introductory essays for each part, is currently in press.  

Professor M. Sotunsa also co-edited a book titled Expressions of Indige-

nous Knowledge in Africa and its Diaspora with Dr Akinloye Ojo and 

Dr Karim Traore of th African Studies Institute, UGA. The book is     

already in press with Cambridge Scholars Publishing, U.K. Furthermore, 

She attended the South East African Languages and Literature Forum (SEALLF) at the University of Florida where she 

presented a paper titled “Teaching Fieldwork in African Oral Literatures: the Nigerian Example”.  

In recognition of her contributions, the African Studies Institute, UGA, organized a public lecture on Thursday, October 

3, 2013. The lecture titled Yoruba Drum Language: Aesthetics, Cultural Retentions and Transmission, attracted     

audience from within and outside the university community. Naturally, Babcock University was publicly commended 

for granting her the opportunity to spend time at UGA to promote African culture.  

Beyond books, and presentations, at UGA, Professor Sotunsa co taught classes on African culture, African Literature 

and Yoruba Language at the African Studies Institute and the department of Comparative Literature. 

 African Studies Institute (ASI) has expressed strong wishes to have research collaborations and exchange visits with 

Babcock University. The collaboration will be of immense benefit to Babcock University, especially faculty of EAH. 

Back on the soil of Africa, Sotunsa attended the 10th Conference of the International Society for the Oral Literatures of 

Africa (ISOLA) on Oral Literature and Education at Universite Felix Houphouet Boigny et ENS Cote d’Ivoire where  

she presented a paper titled The Utilization of Yoruba Talking Drum in Educating the Nigerian Citizens on HIV/

AIDS Prevention. The report of her presentation is featured in The Nation of Wednesday, June 25, 2014.  

 

Here in Nigeria, Professor Sotunsa was invited to deliver a paper at the conference on D.O Fagunwa, organised by the 

Institute of African Studies, Obafemi Awolowo Ife. She presented a 

paper titled Fagunwa from the Perspective of Gender: A Reading of   

Ogboju Ode Ninu Igbo Irunmale. The completed paper is in press at 

the moment. Finally, the sabbatical leave also afforded her the time to 

complete an edited volume on Fieldwork in Nigerian Oral Literature- 

a volume of essays compiled in honor of Professor Ademola Dasylva, 

a notable teacher of Oral Literature and mentor of many post graduate 

students at the University of Ibadan.                                                     

 

Professor Sotunsa appreciates the administration and leadership of 

Babcock University for the opportunity. The sabbatical leave has been 

of immense benefit to her.   

Professor Mobolanle E. Sotunsa, Professor of 

Gender Studies and African Oral Literature 

Professor Mobolanle Sotunsa  and  a colleague 



African Women in Agricultural Research and Development 

(AWARD) -- Fellowships 2015.                                                              

AWARD is a program of two-year fellowships to strengthen the 

research and leadership skills of African women in agricultural 

sciences. The program is intended for women in the agricultural 

disciplines and related life sciences broadly defined. Eligibility 

extends to women agricultural scientists who are citizens of 

Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mozambique, Nige-

ria, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. There is no age 

restriction. The application period is 07 July 2014 through 08 

August 2014. Link  

 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation -- Food Choice in Develop-

ing Countries.                                                                              

In partnership with the UK's Department for International De-

velopment (DFID), the Gates Foundation invites applications to 

manage a competitive small grants program that will deliver a 

deeper understanding of the drivers of food choice among the 

poor in developing countries. It is expected that one organiza-

tion will design and competitively tender a research call, and 

will award and manage up to 15 small research grants to sub-

grant recipients. The sub-grantees will conduct research that will 

contribute to improved knowledge of food choices, thereby en-

hancing the ability of national programs and policies in agricul-

ture, nutrition, and health. The deadline for concept memos is 01 

August 2014. Link  

 
African Development Bank -- Africa Climate Change Fund, 

First Call for Proposals.                                                                    

The Africa Climate Change Fund has launched its first call for 

proposals. The Fund aims to enhance the capacity of African 

countries to improve their institutional governance for access to 

international climate finance, and to develop policies, programs 

and projects for climate resilience and low-carbon growth. Eligi-

bility for funding extends to African governments, NGOs, re-

search organizations, and regional institutions. Grants start from 

US$250 thousand. The deadline for submitting proposals is 08 

August 2014. Link  

 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation -- Impact Studies on the 

Link from Agriculture to Nutrition.                                          

In partnership with the UK's Department for International De-

velopment (DFID), the Gates Foundation seeks innovative large

-scale studies in agriculture to improve outcomes in nutrition 

and health. Preference is for studies that will take place in one or 

more of the 34 countries suffering from the highest burden of 

stunting in childhood, with a particular interest in South Asia 

and Sub-Saharan Africa. For interventions and study designs 

that are fully supported by existing formative and feasibility 

research, up to US$3.5 million per proposal is available over 

five years. For proposals that are not supported by formative and 

feasibility research, up to US$100 thousand per proposal is 

available over a period of 6-12 months. The deadline for concept 

memos is 08 August 2014. Link  
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Calls For Proposal/Fellowship Opportunities 
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the following RIC Staff 

Kolawole Ayodele                                  
08055676925  
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Grace Tayo 

08033794709 

toyosi66@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso– Ako 

07084318992                                              

adunadenike@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 

08023336211 

aoadebola@yahoo.com 

Australia Awards in Africa (AAA), an initiative of the Austra-

lian Government, is a pan-African program of development 

scholarships and fellowships that offers 1,000 postgraduate schol-

arships each year to eligible African professionals. 

Australia is committed to developing the capacity and leadership 

skills of Africans to enable them to contribute effectively to de-

velopment in their home countries. Over the past three years, the 

number of scholarships available for African professionals has 

increased ten-fold to a total of 1,000 development awards annu-

ally. One-quarter of all Australia’s development scholarships are 

now directed to Africa. For further information check http://

australiaawardsafrica.org/africa-map/  

 ACURET ANNOUNCEMENT        

African Veterinary Forum on 
Laboratory Animal Medicine and 
Welfare in Developing Countries, 
October 8th – 12th 2014, Univer-
sity of Pretoria, Onderstepoort, 

South Africa   

for enquiries contact RIC office C201 or D207, 

http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4793237/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.awardfellowships.org%2Fthe-award-fellowship%2Fapplicants%2Ffaq&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzc-5Kfn0lX1GF5mVSa_z5J-e4qWD
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4793237/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gatesfoundation.org%2FHow-We-Work%2FGeneral-Information%2FGrant-Opportunities%2FDrivers-of-Food-Choice&sa=D&sntz
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4793237/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.afdb.org%2Fnews-and-events%2Farticle%2Fafrica-climate-change-fund-launches-first-call-for-proposals-13353%2F&sa=
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4793237/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gatesfoundation.org%2FHow-We-Work%2FGeneral-Information%2FGrant-Opportunities%2FAgriculture-Nutrition-Impact-Stu
http://australiaawardsafrica.org/africa-map
http://australiaawardsafrica.org/africa-map

