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Report of the Consultative meeting on the Electronic System for Management of    

Nigeria Ethics Committees 

 

P rofessor Grace Oluwatoyin Tayo represented 

the Babcock University Health Research Eth-

ics Committee at the Consultative Meeting on the 

Electronic System for Management of Nigeria Eth-

ics Committees held from April 1st –3rd, 2014. 

 

The meeting which was held at Diamond Hall 3J 

hotel, Utako Abuja on April 1 started at about 9:30 

a. m. Mrs Kemi Sowunmi, the Deputy  Director, 

Research and Knowledge Management, Federal 

Ministry of Health, welcomed all participants and 

pledged the continued support of the Federal Min-

istry of Health to all registered Institutional Health 

Research Ethics Committee in Nigeria. 

 

Seventeen(17) participants from sixteen(16) insti-

tutions attended the program, while the two facili-

tators; Ms. Boitumelo and Ms. Annemarie from  
 

COHRED Geneva, Switzerland and eight(8) officers 

from the Federal Ministry of Health Abuja were also 

present. 
                                                                                       
Mr Aminu Yakubu, the Administrative Officer of the 
National Health Research Ethics Committee (NHREC) 
Abuja gave an overview of the NHREC regulatory 
oversight system. In his presentation he highlighted the 
functions of the NHREC in regulating the activities of 
the different Institutional Health Research Ethics Com-
mittees (IHREC) in Nigeria.                            
                                                              
He also elaborated on the functions of IHRECs and the 
possibility of collaborating with IHREC in the same   
geopolitical zone especially by institutions without 
registered IHREC or those with IHREC that cannot 
handle clinical trials. He suggested a continuous    
training for all IHREC members through workshops, 
seminars, online ethics training such as CITI and 
TRREE. 

Professor Grace Tayo (arrow pointing) and other participants 
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Report of consultative meeting cont’d 
Miss Boitumto introduced participants to the RhiNNO Ethics 

solution for ethics review. She started with the current situation 

of REC offices in Africa. A scenario depicted by offices littered 

with volumes of old and new protocols for review with little or 

no storage facilities. According to her the RhiNNO ethics online 

platform provides solutions to this challenges as it promises to 

improve efficiency by ensuring 

1. Security through encrypted communication 

2. Accessibility anywhere 
3. Data back up 

4. Less resources, less time, less cost 
5. Easy distribution of proposals, review made easy and net-

working among reviewers, administrators and applicants. 
 

During the afternoon session Ms. Annemarie took the par-
ticipants through practical demonstration of the RhiNNO 
ethics solution with a bid to customize it for Nigeria 
HRECs. This was followed by a robust discussion on appli-
cation and possible adoption to the Nigeria context. 

Day 2 started with a recap of Day 1 activities by one of the par-

ticipants, Dr D. A. Gbadero of Bowen University Teaching Hos-

pital, Ogbomosho.  This was followed by welcome remarks by 

the NHREC Chairman; Prof Clement Adebamowo. Ms Anne-

marie continued with the consultation on RhiNNO ethics solu-

tion for Nigeria HRECs. 

 

It was concluded that  

a) All agreed suggestions will be incorporated to customize 

the online platform for Nigeria HRECs.  

b) A follow up consultation with members present at the meet-

ing will continue.  

c) A phase two of the meeting involving the training of 1-3 

IHREC members on the use of RhiNNO online platform 

will follow. One of the 2-3 members must be the IHREC 

administrative officer. 

 

The meeting was rounded off by a vote of thanks by Mr. Shakari 

Kadiri of NHREC and Prof G. O. Tayo of Babcock University 

on April 2, 2014. 

WINNERS OF PROFESSOR GND AJA WOMEN’S AWARD 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listed below are the winners of  the above named award 

as evaluated by the department of Research and Interna-

tional Cooperation. All recipients are from the Public 

Health department. 

 

Undergraduate Awardees: 

1st Position 

 

Name: Ogundipe Oluwaferanmi (B.Sc.) 

Title of project: “Assessment of  Awareness of Cervical 

Cancer Screening Among HIV and AIDS Positive 

Women at APIN NIMR Yaba Lagos State”. 

 

2nd Position 

 

Name: Fadase Ayodeji Yetunde (B.Sc.)  

Title of project: “Epidemiology of  Dysmenorrhea Among 

Female Undergraduate Student in Babcock University”. 
 

3rd Position 

 

Name: Adelowo Omolola Folake (B. Sc.) 

Title of project: “Knowledge and Attitude of Mothers 

About Immunization and Malaria Preventive Measures in 

Ibadan North East Local Government Area”. 
 

Post Graduate Awardees: 

1st Position 

 

Name : Dangana Jonathan M. (MPH) 

Title of project: “Evaluating the Impact of  the “Abiye” 

Model of Maternal  Mortality Reduction in Ondo State, 

Nigeria”. 

 

2nd Position 

 

Name: Aham-Chiabuotu Chidimma B.(MPH) 

Title of Project: “In-School Adolescents Sexual and Re-

productive Health Education Experience, Needs, Prefer-

ences and Perceived Self-Efficacy in Ikenne Local Govern-

ment Area, Ogun State, Nigeria”. 

 

Jonathan Dangana, Prof. G.N.D. Aja  & Chidimma Aham-Chiabuotu 

Post Graduate Award winners 



Page 3 

BU Research Brief, a publication from the Research and International Cooperation Unit (RIC) of Babcock University  

BU Hosts the SDA Retention Study Researchers 

Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and    

prying with a purpose—Zora Neale Hurston, American          

folklorist & writer (1903-1960) 

QUOTES 

B abcock University through the Research and International Co-

operation Department hosted  a team of researchers comprising 

of  Dr. Douglas Tilstra, Dr. Israel Olaore and           Dr. Douglas 

Jacobs. Their research is  titled  the “21st centurySseventh-day Ad-

ventist Retention study : Babcock University Version”. 

 

The visit came up between May 26 & 28, 2014. The main purpose of 

this first visit was to do a pilot study that will enhance the appropri-

ateness of their research tools to the Nigerian target group. 

 

The study aims at helping the Seventh-Day Adventist (SDA) Church 

discover the level of local church attachment or detachment among 

recent SDA university graduates, to provide some understanding of 

why attachment or detachment takes place, and most importantly, to 

provide insights into effective ways to retain and reclaim young 

adults as active members of local Seventh-day Adventist churches. 

This study which is a part of a bigger one supported by the Robert H. Pier-

son Institute of Evangelism and World Missions at Southern Adventist 

University will survey graduates of BU between the years of 2003 and 

2013. Data collected will not be aggregated for individual universities; it 

would  rather provide divers samples of Adventist young adults in West 

Africa for the project. 

 

The project will be conducted in two phases: 

1. Inductive qualitative research using several focus groups of  Univer-

sity graduates from Babcock University and Valley View Ghana. 

2. Deductive, qualitative research with instrument administered to gradu-

ates from 2003 to 2013 of the participating universities. The survey 

instrument will be administered online. 

 

Single episode of binge drinking linked to gut leakage and immune system effects 

Binge (heavy) drinking is defined by National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA) as a pattern of drinking alcohol that 
brings blood alcohol concentration (BAC) to 
0.08g/dL or above.  
 
For a typical adult, this pattern corresponds to 
consuming five or more drinks for men, or 
four or more drinks for women, in about two 
hours. Some individuals will reach a 0.08g/dL 
BAC sooner depending on body weight.  
 
Binge drinking is known to pose health and 
safety risks, including car crashes and injuries. 
Over the long term, binge drinking can dam-
age the liver and other organs. 
 

 
“While the negative health effects of chronic drinking are well-documented, 
this is a key study to show that a single alcohol binge can cause damaging 
effects such as bacterial leakage from the gut into the blood stream,” said Dr. 
George Koob, Director of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alco-
holism, part of NIH. 
 

 The study was led by Gyongyi Szabo, M.D., Ph.D., Professor and Vice 
Chair of Medicine and Associate Dean for Clinical and Translational Scien-
tists at the University of Massachusetts Medical School. 
 
In the study, 11 men and 14 women were given enough alcohol to raise 
their blood alcohol levels to at least .08 g/dL within an hour. Blood samples 
were taken every 30 minutes for four hours after the binge and again 24 
hours later.  
 
The researchers found that the alcohol binge resulted in a rapid increase in 
endotoxin levels in the blood and evidence of bacterial DNA, showing that 
bacteria had passed through the alimentary canal. Endotoxins are toxins 
contained in the cell wall of certain bacteria that are released when the cell 
is destroyed. Compared to men, women had higher blood alcohol levels and 
circulating endotoxin levels when they drink heavily. 
 
Single episode of binge drinking linked to gut leakage and immune system effects, Wednesday May 

14, 2014, National Institute of Health Newsletter (NIH) 

BU Research and International Cooperation Staff and                                                 

the Retention Study Researchers 

A MUG of  BEER 



Call for Applications for 2015 AWARD Fellowships  

African Women in Agricultural Research and Development 

(AWARD) is calling for applications for its 2015 fellowships. 

African women scientists who are citizens of one of 11 eligible 

countries (Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mozam-

bique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, or Zambia) who 

have completed a bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral degree in an 

agricultural discipline, are encouraged to apply for this prestig-

ious two-year program. The electronic application form is avail-

able at www.awardfellowships.org and the deadline for submis-

sion is August 8, 2014. Applications are to be completed and 

submitted online. Also visit the above link for further informa-

tion. Seeking 70 top African women agricultural scientists from 

11 countries. 

 

Organization for Women in Science for the Developing 

World (OWSD) -- Postgraduate Fellowships in Natural Sci-

ences. OWSD supports female scientists in Sub-Saharan Africa 

and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) with doctoral fellow-

ships in the natural sciences. The fellowships are for the pursuit 

of a doctoral degree at a host institution in a developing country, 

but not in the applicant's home country. Applicants should be 

qualified young women science graduates (generally below 40 

years of age), who have an M.Sc. degree or outstanding B.Sc. in 

the natural sciences. The application deadline is 15 August 

2014.www.fptscholarship.   Link  

 

Wellcome Trust -- Cross-Disciplinary Research on Health, 

Nutrition, and Environment. The Wellcome Trust announces 

its 2nd call for proposals in Sustaining Health. The Trust is par-

ticularly interested in research on the health impacts of climate 

change mitigation and adaptation measures, and the health im-

pacts of feeding a world population of nine billion people by 

2050. Pilot projects may address any aspect of the interplay be-

tween health, environment, and nutrition but key is a focus on 

health. The Trust encourages new interdisciplinary and cross-

sector partnerships such as between biomedical researchers and 

those working in social, economic, environmental, climate, engi-

neering, agricultural, development, and computer sciences. 

Awards are of the order of £250 thousand, exceptionally up to 

£500 thousand. The deadline for concept notes is 25 July 2014. 

Link  
 

International Water Center -- International Masters Schol-

arships 2015. In collaboration with the Global Water Partner-

ship, Australia's International Water Center announces funding 

for four international candidates accepted into the Master of 

Integrated Water Management. Two scholarships are for female 

candidates who are nationals in the 85 countries of the Global 

Water Partnership. Two other scholarships are open to interna-

tional students, men and women, anywhere in the world who 

meet the eligibility requirements. The application deadline is 01 

August 2014. Link  
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the following RIC Staff 

Kolawole Ayodele                                  
08055676925  
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Grace Tayo 

08033794709 

toyosi66@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso– Ako 

07084318992                                              

adunadenike@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 

08023336211 

aoadebola@yahoo.com 

Canadian International Development Research Center 

(IDRC) -- IDRC Research Awards 2015. IDRC makes research 

awards to citizens and permanent residents of Canada, and to 

citizens of developing countries. The award provides for a one-

year paid program of research in addition to hands-on experience 

in research management, grant administration, and the use of 

knowledge from an international perspective. Program areas in-

clude agriculture and food security; climate change and water; 

and several others. Applicants should be enrolled, or have previ-

ously completed, their masters or doctoral degrees at recognized 

universities. IDRC identifies countries not eligible for awards, as 

well as countries requiring prior approval. The deadline for appli-

cations is 06 August 2014. Link  

 
NRF Free-standing, DST Innovation and Scarce Skills Masters and 

Doctoral Scholarship Call for 2015.  The DST and NRF are pleased 

to announce the NRF Free-standing, DST Innovation and Scarce 

Skills Masters and Doctoral Scholarship Call for 2015. The appli-

cation deadline is the 15 August 2014 for funding in 

2015.  Applicants must apply online at: https://

nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za and follow the application procedure set 

out in the call document and funding manual attached. Should 

you have any queries with regards to the call requirements or 

application procedure, please do not hesitate to contact us on the 

details below:   Ms Sindi Kayi: Professional Officer – Human and 

Infrastructure Capacity Development (HICD).  E-mail: 

sindi.kayi@nrf.ac.za 

http://www.awardfellowships.org/the-award-fellowship/applicants/application-form
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4777692/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fowsdw.ictp.it%2Factivities%2Fpostgraduate-training-fellowships&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzfeprG2A3-ZJhAyicJmrAyseZn5kw
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4777692/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellcome.ac.uk%2Ffunding%2FInnovations%2Fawards%2Fsustaining-health%2Findex.htm&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzfLtrTOCh61
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4777692/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.watercentre.org%2Feducation%2Fprograms%2Fscholarships%2Fiwc-scholarships&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzdIx_tUp9eReO8iZ9w
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/31944904/4777692/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.idrc.ca%2FEN%2FFunding%2FCompetitions%2FPages%2FCompetitionDetails.aspx%3FCompetitionID%3D81&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFr
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za
mailto:sindi.kayi@nrf.ac.za

