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Three faculty members in the Babcock Business School were awarded postdoctoral fel-

lowship by University of South Africa: Dr. Adekunle Binuyo, Dr. Adesoga Adefulu of 

Business Administration and Marketing Department and Dr. Andy Okwu of Economics 

and Finance Department. While Dr. Binuyo will be rounding off his fellowship by June , 

2014, Drs. Adefulu and Okwu are to commence their fellowship on September 1, 2014. 

 
Professor Olalekan Asikhia, a member of University Ethics Committee was also at the 

University of South Africa on March 3-7, 2014 to attend the Research and Innovation 

week of the University. He reported on some of the ethical practices of the university that 

could be of immense advantage to Babcock University Health Research Ethics Commit-

tee operations. Details of Dr. Adekunle Binuyo’s fellowship experience will be featured 

subsequently. This report was given by Professor Olalekan Asikhia, the Babcock Busi-

ness School Ethics Committee representative.  
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M iss Adesegun Oluwanbo a Graduate Assistant in 

the Biochemistry Department of  Ben Carson 

School of  Medicine, Babcock University, in her paper 

titled “Evidences for and against daily Consumption of 

Eggs”, revealed some important information about the 

effect of egg consumption on human health. Find below   

excerpts from her paper. 

Egg represents an important and inexpensive source of 

energy, high quality protein and other nutrients such as 

vitamins (A, B12, D and K) and minerals, especially phos-

phorus, folate, riboflavin, selenium, choline, iron, n-3 

polyunsaturated fatty acids, and antioxidants lutein and 

zeaxanthin (Herron and Fernandez, 2004; Nys et al., 

2011). Egg is also a major source of dietary cholesterol, 

with a typical egg containing an average of 200mg of 

cholesterol (Djousse and Gaziano, 2008). In 1993, 

American Heart Association (AHA) recommended re-

striction of dietary cholesterol consumption to < 300mg/

day because of evidences that emerged connecting cho-

lesterol intake to coronary heart disease (Chait et al., 

1993). Over the years, there has been debate on whether 

egg due to its high cholesterol content, raises serum cho-

lesterol (Harman et al., 2008).  

While several studies have shown that dietary cholesterol 

is a major determinant of total serum cholesterol 

(Weggemans, 2001; McNamara, 2002), others have 

shown that there is no significant change in total serum 

cholesterol when eggs were added to diets that already 

contained cholesterol in moderate amounts (Krauss et al., 

2000; Njike et al.,  2010). Egg consumption has been 

associated with cardiovascular diseases (McNamara, 

2002), diabetes (Qureshi et al., 2007) and several forms 

of cancers such as prostate (Richman et al., 2010),  

ovarian (Kushi et al., 1999) and breast cancer (Missmer et 

al., 2002).  

Diabetics are known to have an abnormality in the mecha-

nism by which they transport cholesterol which may also be 

responsible for the increase in risk of coronary heart disease 

in those who have the disease (Qureshi et al., 2007). In con-

trast, there are other evidences disclaiming an association 

between egg consumption and cardiovascular disease (Zazpe 

et al., 2011) or prostate cancer (Xi and He, 2012). The in-

consistencies in current data on the effects of dietary choles-

terol on serum cholesterol may be partly due to the fact that 

there is large variability in individual response to dietary 

cholesterol (Chakrabarty et al., 2002; Ballesteros et al., 

2004). In subsequent issues of the Research brief we will be 

sharing more information on the effects egg consumption 

has on specific functions of the human body. 
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Effects of Egg Consumption 

An egg in its shell 

 Egg yolk and white 

Research is to see what everybody else has 

seen, and to think what no body else has 

thought- Albert Szent-Gyorzi 

QUOTES 
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NIH World Malaria Day statement 

 In this segment we present to you a summary of the Na-

tional Institutes of Health (NIH)  Statement on the World 

Malaria Day, April 25, 2014. An estimated 3.3 million 

lives have been saved worldwide from death due to ma-

laria since the year 2000. This implies that the hard work 

to minimize and eradicate malaria has not been in vain. 

 

Nevertheless, so many people (mostly children) are still 

infected and killed yearly by the ailment. Facts from the 

World Health Organization (WHO) stated that, there 

were approximately 207 million incidents of malaria 

globally in the year 2012 and the outcome was 627,000 

deaths. 3.4 billion people were made vulnerable to the 

infection in 2013 because 97 countries continued to 

spread malaria due to the fact that we live in a globally 

connected world. 

 

The WHO World Malaria Day theme was “Invest in the 

Future. Defeat Malaria.” The National Institute of Al-

lergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), as a unit of the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH), declared its continu-

ous commitment to the application of new research meth-

ods to finding out new ways of treating malaria. For in-

stance, through the International Centers of Excellence 

for Malaria Research established in 2010,  they have been 

able to strengthen research competence in countries with 

high incidence of malaria. These centers have developed 

programs which would enable them to comprehend the 

epidemiology of malaria.  

They have also provided opportunities to create clinical tri-

als of new anti -malaria interventions. 

 

In 2013, NIH-supported researchers from 16 international 

institutions identified a new class of antimalarial compounds 

that target multiple stages of the malaria parasite’s lifecycle.  

Also, investigators supported by NIAID -identified the pro-

tein essential to all stages of the malaria parasite’s lifecycle.  

When tested in infected mice and nonhuman primates, a 

newly identified class of anti-malaria drug compounds in-

hibited the protein and stopped the development of the para-

sites. The compounds are being evaluated further. In addi-

tion, several investigational malaria treatments are undergo-

ing clinical testing. For example, the novel anti-malaria drug 

DSM265 is being evaluated in a Phase I clinical trial 

through collaboration between NIH scientists and the non-

profit Medicines for Malaria Venture. 

 

The NIH World Malaria Day statement, ended as follows; 

“World Malaria Day reminds us that while scientists and the 

public health community have made significant strides in the 

fight to end malaria, considerable challenges remain. We are 

committed to working with the global community to address 

these challenges to find the necessary treatment and preven-

tion tools to control, eliminate, and eventually eradicate ma-

laria”. 
 

Hall B. F. and Fauci A. S. (April 25, 2014), NIH Malaria Statement,  

National Institutes of Health Newsletter, April 2014. 

Malaria causing anopheles mosquito Red blood cells infected with malaria parasites (Magnified) 

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/LabsAndResources/resources/icemr/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/LabsAndResources/resources/icemr/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2013/Pages/ELQ300.aspx
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2013/Pages/MalariaPI4K.aspx
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2013/Pages/MalariaPI4K.aspx


Research Training Fellowship for Developing Country 

Scientists (RTF-DCS) 

The Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-

Aligned and Other Developing Countries (NAM S&T 

Centre) invites scientists, technologists and engineers of 

the developing countries to apply for the award of the Fel-

lowships under its ‘Research Training Fellowship for De-

veloping Country Scientists (RTF-DCS)’ scheme for the 

year 2014-15. The RTF-DCS programme was initiated by 

the Centre two years ago, with full financial support of the 

Government of India, Department of Science & Technol-

ogy (DST) and the aim is to build the capacity of the de-

veloping countries in the fields of Science & Technology. 

This will be done through affiliation of  scientists with the 

Indian scientific and academic Centres of Excellence. Last 

date of submission July 14, 2014. For further information 

visit http://www.namstct.org 

 

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) -- Post-

graduate Studies in Germany 2015-2016 

DAAD offers scholarships for qualified applicants from 

developing countries who enroll at German universities 

for development-related studies, normally ranging from 12

-36 months.  Several offerings are available in agricultural 

and forest sciences, environmental sciences, and other 

subject areas.  Application deadlines vary across the Ger-

man universities and from program to program, but the 

usual deadline for DAAD scholarships applied for at Ger-

man embassies is 31 July.  However, applicants should 

carefully review the closing dates of each program.  Link 

  
Japan International Research Center for Agricultural 
Sciences -- International Awards for Young Agricul-
tural Researchers 2014 

JIRCAS will be giving an award of $5000 US dollars to 

three young Agricultural researchers in developing coun-

tries who contribute to outstanding research and develop-

ment in  Agriculture, forestry, fisheries and related 

themes. Applicants should be below 40 years of age. The 

deadline for application is June 13, 2014. For further in-

formation, check this link: http://www.jircas.affrc.go.jp/

english/young/yi2014_index.html 
 

UK Natural Environment Research Council -- Doc-

toral Research on Zoonoses and Emerging Livestock 

Systems (ZELS) 

ZELS is a research program of several UK government 

organizations geared towards minimizing the health risks 

associated with the rapidly changing nature of livestock 

systems in developing countries.  
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Calls For Proposal/Fellowship Opportunities 
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the following RIC Staff 

Kolawole Ayodele                                  
08055676925  
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Grace Tayo 

08033794709 

toyosi66@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso– Ako 

07084318992                                              

adunadenike@gmail.com 

Princess Adebola 

08023336211 

aoadebola@yahoo.com 

On behalf of all partners in ZELS, and NERC is managing 

a call for doctoral training. Applications are restricted to 

consortia that already have ZELS grants, and that would be 

interested in hosting a cohort of 15 doctoral students. About 

half of these individuals will be from developing countries. 

The application deadline is 26 June 2014. Link 

 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation -- Emerging Agricul-

tural Research Leaders in Africa (PEARL)                                     

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation funds the Program 

for Emerging Agricultural Research Leaders (PEARL) to 

advance agricultural research with the potential to increase 

the sustainable productivity of smallholder farmers in Sub-

Saharan Africa. The call is for projects led by MSc and 

PhD scientists at national agricultural research institutions 

and universities in Sub-Saharan Africa, working in collabo-

ration with other researchers internationally (either within 

Africa or beyond the continent). The 2014 PEARL call is 

restricted to proposals relevant to staple crops grown in 

Africa. The Foundation invites research pre-proposals 

(English or French) before 07 September 2014. http://

www.gatesfoundation.org/How-We-Work/General-

Information/Grant-Opportunities/Program-for-Emerging-

Agricultural-Research-Leaders-2014 

http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90081748&f=783837&u=36005546&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90081748&f=783837&u=36005546&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783837/36005546/4751601/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofcross-cutting/%7Ehttps://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.daad.de%2Fimperia%2Fmd%2Fcontent%2Fentwicklung%2Fhochschulen%2Fast%2F2015_epos.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrq
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90082923&f=783822&u=36005546&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90082923&f=783822&u=36005546&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90082923&f=783822&u=36005546&c=4751601
http://www.jircas.affrc.go.jp/english/young/yi2014_index.html
http://www.jircas.affrc.go.jp/english/young/yi2014_index.html
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90081970&f=783822&u=33435754&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90081970&f=783822&u=33435754&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=90081970&f=783822&u=33435754&c=4751601
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783822/33435754/4751601/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofagriculturefisheriesforestry/%7Ewww.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nerc.ac.uk%2Ffunding%2Favailable%2Fpostgrad%2Ffocused%2Fcompetition%2Fzels%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFr
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/How-We-Work/General-Information/Grant-Opportunities/Program-for-Emerging-Agricultural-Research-Leaders-2014
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/How-We-Work/General-Information/Grant-Opportunities/Program-for-Emerging-Agricultural-Research-Leaders-2014
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/How-We-Work/General-Information/Grant-Opportunities/Program-for-Emerging-Agricultural-Research-Leaders-2014
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/How-We-Work/General-Information/Grant-Opportunities/Program-for-Emerging-Agricultural-Research-Leaders-2014

