
 

A publication from the Research and International Cooperation Unit (RIC) of Babcock University  

Page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 1, Issue 5 

April 2014 
BU RESEARCH BRIEF 

 

 RESEARCH AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION UNIT (RIC) INITIATIVE 

Chief Writer and Editor: 

Professor G. O Tayo 

 

Writer & designer: Adenike 

Folorunso-Ako 

In this Issue: 

 Research 

News 

 Graphic 
summary of 

Research 

 Quotes 

 NSAP Con-

ference 

 Call for pro-
posals/
Fellowship 
opportuni-

ties 

 

Macro fungi-basidiomycete (Mushroom) 

Research on Mushroom (Macro fungi)                                    

I n the year 2009, Professor Grace Tayo, the then Dean of SAT, some faculty members including 

Professor Akinboye, Esan, Onajobi, Dr. Nwangburuka, Mr. Ezekiel, Elder Omenka and stu-

dents of the department of Agriculture visited the famous Songhai farm in Porto-Novo. The farm is 

a self sustaining farm where there is zero waste. Local materials are used in the production of crops 

and livestock. Every product consumed in their cafeteria except salt, is produced on the farm. 

While at the farm, Mr Omenka visited their mushroom production unit where mushroom is pro-

duced in huts using local materials. The huts are made of bricks hence ensuring a cold environ-

ment.  

Elder Omenka caught his idea of mushroom research from there and came back home to com-

mence work on isolation and purification of enzyme for bio pulping. Mushroom being saprophytes 

secretes enzymes on dead organic matter to digest and delignify them in order to derive their nutri-

ents from these dead organic materials.  In his research  he screened some commercial macrofungi-

basidiomycete (mushroom) containing selective lignolytic enzyme and used them for pulp produc-

tion. He also used chemical and enzyme pretreated substrates (e. g. corncobs, coconut husks (e. t. 

c. ) to determine the more efficient, effective and economic method.  

The research result produced several beneficial products; Mushroom for human consumption, 

which is also a meat substitute with  high protein level and pulp for producing paper. In the future 

he hopes to be  able to isolate ligninase enzyme for bio-pulping. 
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Graphic summary of Mr. Omenka’s Research  

 

The weakest living creature, by concentrating his powers on a single object, can            

accomplish something; whereas the strongest, by dispersing his over many,                                        

may fail to accomplish anything 

Thomas Carlyle  

QUOTES 

Mr Omenka in front of     

Mushroom hut 

Treated  substrates placed in dark                               

cupboard to grow mold 

Prepared substrates placed on shelf to      

grow mushroom  

Mushroom growing on substrates Mushroom harvested from substrate 

Substrate bleached to become pulp for  

making paper Dried Pulp 



NSAP CONFERENCE: A GREAT SUCCESS 
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T he 39th Annual Conference of the Nigerian 

Society for Animal Production (NSAP) took 

place at the Babcock Business School Main Audito-

rium, Babcock University Ilishan-Remo Ogun 

State, from Monday, March 17-Wednesday, March 

19, 2014.  

 

About 500 participants from different parts of the 

country registered for the conference. Professor J. 

A. K. Makinde, Vice Chancellor, Babcock Univer-

sity gave a welcome address. The conference was 

declared open by the representative of His Excel-

lency Senator Ibikunle Amosun, FCA, Governor of 

Ogun State. Thereafter Professor C. F. I.  Onwuka 

delivered the Presidential address. The keynote ad-

dress was presented by the Director, Livestock De-

partment, Federal Ministry of Agriculture, who rep-

resented Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, the Honorable 

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development. It 

is good to note that in the 40 years of NSAP Bab-

cock University is the first private University to 

host this conference. 

 

The theme of the conference was “ Positioning  

Animal Production in the Agricultural Transforma-

tion Agenda” The choice of this theme was guided 

by the need for the society to address issues sur-

rounding the livestock component of the Federal 

Government’s Agricultural Transformation Agenda 

(ATA).  

The highlights of activities at the opening ceremony 

 Recognition and Award presentation to two royal Fa-

thers, the Akarigbo of Remo land and the Olofin of Ili-

san-Remo  

 Honoring of three captains of industry who have 

played impressive roles in the sustenance of live-

stock production efforts in this locality and in Nige-

ria 

 Two distinguished Professors invested as fellows of 

the Nigerian Society for Animal Production 

 Two immediate past Vice Chancellors honored for 

being good ambassadors of the Society. 

 The 2014 NSAP undergraduate award to the best 

Babcock University’s penultimate year Animal Pro-

duction student  given to Miss Princess Idiage. 

 The Nigerian Journal of Animal Production Vol-

ume 40 No. 2 and volume 41 No. 1 editions were 

also unveiled and launched by the society. 

 

The opening ceremony was followed by exhibition of 

agriculture products and the plenary session. The eve-

ning of day 1 as well as day 2 witnessed  scientific ses-

sions in which presentations by scholars and research-

ers were. Done in parallel sessions, the President of 

NSAP and executive members lauded the role played 

by the BU administration and LOC (headed by Profes-

sor A. Okubanjo) towards the success of the Confer-

ence. At the end of the conference, a communiqué was 

issued out. The outcome will hopefully enhance and 

transform the livestock sector of Agriculture in Nigeria. 

 

 Reported By Bright Igwe 

Pictorial Glimpse of the NSAP Conference 



University of Cape Town -- CSAG Winter School 2014.     
The Climate Systems Analysis Group (CSAG) at the University 

of Cape Town organizes a "winter school" intensive course in 

June-July. The course is presented by facilitators from CSAG 

and other institutions to take participants through the full spec-

trum of topics related to climate and climate change, with an 

emphasis on issues in developing countries. CSAG offers partial 

sponsorships to some participants. The application deadline is 

25 April 2014. Link 

 

Knowledge for tomorrow-cooperative Research Projects in 

Sub-Saharan African 

This is a call for Pre-Proposal for Post Doctoral Fellowship in 

Sub-Saharan Africa. Jointly funded by the Gulbenkian Founda-

tion and Volkswagen  Foundation, the aim is to provide sustain-

able support for research in the Social Sciences in Sub-Saharan 

as well as North Africa. It offers opportunities for post doctoral 

researchers at both junior and senior level (i.e. 3 to 6 years PhD) 

to develop and conduct their own research projects.  

 

While open for any applicant who meets the eligibility criteria, 

the current call builds on a previous calls for proposals in this 

area from 2011, and especially invites those junior fellows cur-

rently funded as part of the initiatives to submit applications for 

senior fellowships. In the selection process they will then com-

pete with other experienced applicants from the region. Simi-

larly, Senior fellows currently funded as part of this initiative 

can apply for some final funding for up to two years (Maximum 

of 50,000 EUR). Deadline for pre-proposal is June 27, 2014. 

log unto socialscience2014@volkswagenstiftung.de  for more 

information. 

 

Enhancing librarians' ICT skills for research enablement in 

African Universities: a Carnegie CPD program   
The Department of Information Science, University of Pretoria, 

was awarded a grant by the Carnegie Corporation of New York 

to offer eight four-week residential continuing professional de-

velopment (CPD) program for qualified librarians from Sub-

Saharan Africa, for the period 2014 – 2016.  

The aims of the program are to empower the next generation of 

library and information professionals within Sub-Saharan Afri-

can countries with hands-on skills to apply current and emerging 

information and communication technologies (ICTs); To build 

capacity amongst library and information services (LIS) profes-

sionals to support and enable researchers. Only participants from 

Carnegie countries namely Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Tan-

zania and Uganda, will be considered for the program. 

Application closes on April 29, 2014, notification of successful 

candidates, May 5, 2014. For further information log on to the 

link below: http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?

ipkCategoryID=22719&subid=22719&ipklookid=7  

 

 Grand Challenges in Global Health. Rewarding Innovative 

Idea                                                                                        

Guided by the belief that every life has equal value, the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation works to help all people lead healthy, 

productive lives.  The Grand Challenges Explorations program 

fosters early-stage discovery research to expand the pipeline of 

ideas for solving our greatest global health and development chal-

lenges.  

The foundation, Grand Challenges Explorations grants have al-

ready been awarded to more than 900 researchers from more than 

50 countries. Until May 6, 2014, the foundation will be accepting  

applications. To learn more, please go to http://

www.grandchallenges.org/Explorations/Pages/Introduction.aspx.  

Ministerial Student Writing contest 

Ministry, International Journal for Pastors, announces its second 

Ministerial Student Writing contest. All students enrolled in a full

-time ministerial preparation program on the undergraduate of 

graduate level may participate.  Deadline for submission is June 

30, 2014. The grand prize $750, First prize $500, second prize 

$400, and third prize $300.                                                                                      

For further guidelines check www.ministrymagazine.org 
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the 

following RIC Staff 

Kolawole Ayodele                                  
08055676925  
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Grace Tayo 

08033794709 

tayog@babcock.edu.ng;                  

toyosi66@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso– Ako 

07084318992                                              

Folorunso-akoa@babcock.edu.ng 

Princess Adebola 

08023336211 
Aoadebola@yahoo.com 

http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/783556/33435754/4735179/feeds.feedblitz.com/%7E/t/0/0/postsofmonthlyupdate/%7Ewww.csag.uct.ac.za/winterschool/
http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=22719&subid=22719&ipklookid=7
http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=22719&subid=22719&ipklookid=7
http://www.grandchallenges.org/Explorations/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.grandchallenges.org/Explorations/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.grandchallenges.org/Explorations/Pages/Introduction.aspx

