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Dear Colleagues, 

Happy new year to you from the Re-

search and International Cooperation 

Unit (RIC). I seize this opportunity to 

thank you all for your cooperation in the 

execution of our programmes last year. 

At RIC, we are committed to serving 

you better this year, especially now that 

we have more hands; Mr Kolawole Ayo-

dele and Mrs Adenike Folorunso-Ako. 

We greatly appreciate the university ad-

ministration for increasing our staff 

strength.  

We crave your continuous cooperation as we work together to en-

hance research at Babcock University.     

 Our news brief, which will be sent to you bi-monthly by e-mail will 

feature calls for proposals, opportunities for fellowships and schol-

arships, as well as interesting research activities within and outside 

Babcock University.  

We welcome your suggestions and ideas on how to make Babcock 

University a center of excellence in Research and Development. 

Wishing you a wonderful year ahead.  
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 Babcock University research grant of one million, six 
hundred thousand naira (₦1.6m) was awarded to five 
different research groups on campus. Three out of the 
five projects have been completed. Findings will be 
highlighted in the next edition. 

 In a bid to educate our community and also to define 
our stand as regards research on cloning and trans-
genic strides, Dr. Jovi Otite was invited to deliver a 
presentation on “Cloning,  Transgenic and Intracyto-
plasmic Sperm Infection: Advances, Application and 
Ethical Issues”. Recommendations based on the pres-
entation have been submitted to the administration 

 Babcock  University Research Fair was held on  April 
24, 2013. Seven schools participated. The 1st and 2nd 
prizes were won by the School of Computing and Engi-
neering Science, while the 3rd prize went to the 
School of Agriculture. 

 A memorandum of understanding (MOU) between 
Babcock University and  Northumbria University (NU) 
United Kingdom has been approved and signed by 
both universities. Schools and research groups are 
encouraged to link up with NU through RIC for re-
search collaborations, staff and student exchange and 
study visits. 

 Babcock and Lancaster University (LU) are working 
on an MOU. Officials of LU visited Babcock University 
in 2013 and are willing to run a two year 

 Bachelor of law programme (LLB.) for Babcock University 
International Law and Diplomacy (ILD) graduates.  The mo-
dality is being worked out by the school of Law of  the two 
universities. 

 Babcock University Health Research Ethics 19 member 
committee was trained by the New HIV Vaccine & Microbicide 
Advocacy Society (NHVMAS) in August 2013. The committee is 
to review all research proposals by Post Graduate (PG) stu-
dents and all health related research proposals. Babcock 
University Health Research Ethics Committee (BUHREC) has 
been certified by the National Research Ethics committee in 
Abuja. 

 Babcock University is collaborating with Ebonyi State Uni-
versity and Federal University of  Agriculture Abeokuta 
(FUNAAB) to apply for the World Bank African Center of 
Excellence. Project proposals are still under processing. 

 An International Conference on Animal Care and Use in Re-
search, Education and Training  (ACURET) hosted by Bab-
cock University on September 23 and 24, 2013.  The  train-
ing was coordinated by RIC in collaboration with a Local  
Organizing Committee (LOC) headed by Prof S. Fapohunda. 
Plans are underway to develop an MOU between the two 
parties. 

 The visit of Birmingham University representatives to Bab-
cock Business School on the possibility of collaborations 
with the Babcock University Department of Economics. This 
took place on November 25, 2014. Discussion is ongoing. 
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Highlights of 2013 Activities 

BUHREC Training Participants 

Lancaster University (LU) Visit Birmingham University visit 

BU Research fair exhibition Projects Birmingham University visit 



Research and International Coop-
eration unit’s plans for the year 
2014 include : 

A.  Partnership with schools to create 
awareness on research ethics 

B. BUHREC to become functional 

C. Capacity building in research proposal 
writing, mentoring and research ethics 

D. Organize and participate in local and 
national research fairs. 

E. Develop Babcock University policy 
document  

Plans For 2014 
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F. Networking to facilitate interdisciplinary re-

search 

G.  Facilitate MOUs between Babcock Univer-

sity and other institutions of repute 

H.  Source for research grants 

I.  Link up Babcock University research grant 

donors 

J.   Link up Babcock University and grant  do-

nors 

K.  Develop a Babcock University research di-

rectory  
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 Research News  
Dr. A. Onigbinde of the Department of Basic Sciences, Babcock Univer-

sity has developed flour from sweet potato. The flour has been success-

fully used in bread making and in some other confectionaries. The work 

is ongoing as he is in the process of product evaluation. 

 

Dr Onigbinde’s research interest includes adding value to indigenous 

tubers and cereals to provide nutritious food. This is of interest to us be-

cause it is in line with the Agricultural Transformation Agenda which 

opines that Nigeria should be less dependent on imported food items 

such as wheat flour.   

 

According to the Minister of Agriculture; Dr Akinwumi Adesina (Guardian Newspaper, Jan 9, 

2014) , there is no dignity in depending on others for your food especially when you are also 

blessed with similar resources. The commercial product laboratory of the Nutrition and Dietet-

ics department, School of  Agriculture has already developed and is marketing cassava prod-

ucts and confectioneries. We encourage others to get involved in  researches that solve local 

and national problems in addition to their basic research. 

 

Congratulations to Dr. Onigbinde, more grease to your elbow. Others are invited to share their 

research activities with us. 

Dr. A. Onigbinde,                

Department of Basic Sciences 

Babcock University 



 UK Center for Economic Policy Research  

(CEPR) -- Research on Private Enterprise in Development.  

The CEPR and the UK's Department for International Development (DFID) 
jointly sponsor research on Private Enterprise Development in Low-Income 

Countries (PEDL). PEDL encourages proposals which address cross-cutting 

issues such as climate, environment, and social compliance -- among others. 
PEDL currently invites applications for: (i) Exploratory Grants ranging between 

£10 thousand and £35 thousand; and (ii) Major Research Grants, with an average 

grant size of £300 thousand. The application deadlines are 31 January 2014 for 
Exploratory Grants, and 03 March 2014 for Major Grants. Link      

     

     U.S. Agency for International Development and Swedish International 

Development Agency -- Securing Water for Food.  

USAID and Sida are collaborating to identify and accelerate innovations in 

science, technology, and business that improve water access and sustainability 
for increased food security and poverty alleviation. Organizations of any type or 

size are eligible to apply for funding, with a preference for applications submit-

ted by local and international partners. Awards will range from US$100 thousand 
to US$3 million for awards up to three years. The submission period for concept 

papers is 27 November 2013 through 17 January 2014. Link 

 

    Association of Commonwealth Universities -- Mobility Grants for Early

-Career Academics, 2nd Call for Applications.  
The Association of Commonwealth Universities is offering staff at ACU member 

universities the opportunity to attend relevant conferences or academic meetings 

in another Commonwealth country. The scheme is aimed at early-career academ-
ics who have not yet had the opportunity to work, study, or travel outside their 

own country. The closing date for the second round of applications is 07 Febru-

ary 2014. Link  

 

     Beijer Institute -- Applied Research on Shifts in Social-Ecological Sys-

tems.                                                                                                                      
In collaboration with funding partners, the Beijer Institute of Ecological Eco-

nomics (Sweden) will give a short course on methods to conduct applied re-

search on environmental regime shifts. The course is offered in conjunction with 
the 2014 World Congress of Environmental and Resource Economists in Istan-

bul. The Beijer Institute offers a limited number of scholarships. The application 
deadline is 01 February 2014. Link 

 

   Social Science Research Council -- African Peace Building Network.                                                                                                    

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) makes research grants to African 

researchers, policy analysts, and practitioners working on conflict and peace 
building in Africa. Support is available for research and analysis on issues that 

include environmental change and conflict -- among other themes. Applicants 

must be African citizens currently residing in a country of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Grants are up to US$15 thousand. The deadline for applications is 01 February 

2014. Link  

      Netherlands Organization for Cooperation in Higher Education 

(NUFFIC) -- Netherlands Fellowship Programs 2014-2015.                                      
The Netherlands Fellowship Programs (NFP) offer opportunities for profession-

als in 50 developing countries to pursue masters degrees, PhD studies, and short 

courses in the Netherlands. Individuals applying for fellowships must be admit-
ted to the relevant academic programs in order to be eligible for funding. Pro-

grams include subjects in agricultural and veterinary sciences; sustainable en-

ergy; marine biology; water resources; environmental governance; and various 
other areas related to environment and natural resources. Application deadlines 

vary by sub-programs -- with deadlines on 04 February 2014, 06 May 2014, and 

07 October 2014. Link 

 IPODI-Fellowships for international female researchers at TU Berlin - 

call for applications  
The International Post-Doc Initiative (IPODI) is part of the gender equality strat-
egy of the TU Berlin and aims at increasing the number of female researchers in 

leadership positions. IPODI awards Seven Incoming Post-doctoral Fellowships 

(Deadline 15.1.2014). The IPODI Fellowship Program is open to outstanding 
researchers of all nationalities and from all fields of research represented at the 

TU Berlin. IPODI Fellows will find excel-lent research conditions in one of the 

seven faculties of the TU Berlin. For more information: http://www.ipodi.tu-
berlin.de/ 

 

 IAHR African Trust Fund: Research & Publication  Grant Application 

for 2014 

The IAHR African Trust Fund seeks to facilitate and promote the advancement of 

research and development of  scholarship on religion in the African continent 
( and nearby islands) by encouraging scholarly and contextual research initiatives 

and practices, as well as publications.  

 
The total grant allocation for 2014 is US$4000. The grant application is divided 

into two categories and successful applicants will be awarded the respective 

amounts within the specific category: 
Category 1: Research and/or Publication 

 2 X Award of US$1000 

Category 2:Research and/or Publication 
 4 X Award of US$500  

 

 Applications are open till 30th January 2014. Grant-winning applicants will be 
announced on 20th February 2014. Note that all grants will be awarded to the 

successful applicants at the end of February 2014.  

Completed applications forms are to be submitted as electronic copy file in PDF 
or MS word format in an attachment via email to the secretary of African Trust 

Fund Board of Trustees, Dr. Afe Adogame [A.Adogame@ed.ac.uk]. For more 
information, contact the same person. 
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Calls For Proposal/Fellowship Opportunities 
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For suggestions, kindly contact any of the following RIC Staff 

Kolawole Ayodele                                  
08055676925  
ayodelewole@gmail.com 

Grace Tayo 

08033794709 

tayog@babcock.edu.ng;                  

toyosi66@gmail.com 

Adenike Folorunso– Ako 

07084318992                                              

Folorunso-akoa@babcock.edu.ng 

Princess Adebola 

08023336211 

princessyimika@gmail.com 

http://pedl.cepr.org/
http://www.securingwaterforfood.org/
https://www.acu.ac.uk/membership/grants-awards/early-career-academic-grants
http://www.wcere2014.org/files/downloads/Announcement-pre-conference-course-beijer-institute.pdf
http://www.ssrc.org/fellowships/apn-research-grants/
http://www.studyinholland.nl/scholarships/scholarships-administered-by-nuffic/netherlands-fellowship-programmes

